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Mrs. Eloween Hesch, K. N., Seoretary-Tre

Board of Kurse Ixaminers
1035 Milam Building
Ban Antonio, Texas

Dear Mrs. Measoh:

pdnts Ann. Civ.
8 tes of Texas, to
perait grandustion of
studend nurses acoord-
ing to rederal War-time
Aocelerated Nurses
raining Trogram.

i 5. Congress, an Act pop-
t", provides for Federal aid
fous states desiring to partic-

The program. is voluptally, both es to the school and individual
students \tak ig the training. Both aust meet certain
y the Aot and the regulations promul-

e Federal Aot itself makes clear the

fact that it tended merely to supplement the treining
progrem of the various states and a broaéd rule~msking power
is entrusted to the Surgeon Gsneral sc that the plan may be
adjusted to harmonize with the diverse state laws, The plan
terminates with the war and schools and students not partici-
pating are unaffectsd by 1it,

gated there d'o .
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From youyr request, we understand, §t hes been
propoged under the "Boltorn Act"™ and the regulations pro-
mulgated thereunder that sccredited Texss nursing schools
taking part in the rrogrsm will give students applying end
quelifying thersfor s thirty :onihs course of “combined
study and practice" covering presoribed fundanental work and
study and thet this thirty mooths of training will then be
supplemented by an sdditiuvnel six months of “superviesed ex-
perience” tc be had either in the same nureing school,
snother sochool, or a Federal hospltal.

You wish to kxnow if the thirty months of “oom-
bined study snd practice” in the home school plus six
months of "supervised experience™ in mnother iastitution
under the Federal plan will comply with Art. 4518a, Vernon's
Ang. Clv. Statutes of Texae, whimh reguires "three (3) full
{ears of work end study"™ ae 2 prerequisite to graduestion in
'8X8 8,

Further inguiry is made as to whether Art, 4518e,

Yernona inn, Civ, Statutes of Texes, whioh requires the full
threes years of work end study "in such echool”™, would permit
recognition and azllowonce of credit toward graduation for the
six months of "supervised practice” propossd to be conpletsd
- under the Federal plan in another institution or ¥ederal
Hospital as dietinguished from the home school where the
thirty sontha of "ocombineé study and practice™ is done.

Article 518 reads as follows:

"All specisl hos: itals approved by the Board
of Nurse EZxaminers, snd general hospitals, which
ere eguipped with not less then twenty-five (25)
beds, and which have s daily snnual average of not
legs than fifteaen (15) patients, and which teach
the cgurse of study prescribed by the Boerd of
Nurase Examiners of the 5tate of Texas, are hereby
constituted duly qualifisd and accredited nursing
schoocls., A general hospltal, as the term is here
usged, is a public or private institution where men,
women end children are treated for all xinds of
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discases, bodily injury, or physical deformity
by means of both xedioal snd surgical treatment,
and whioh maintalns an organized staff of physi~
cians ané surgeons licensed to praotice medicine
in the State of Toxas."

Article 4518a reads, in purt, sz followa:

"o person shall be certifieé as a greduate
of any such nursing schosl unleess such person has
had three (3) full years of work and study in such
school under & registered nurse, two {2) years of
whioh must be continucus in the school of nursing
from which she has graduated, or two (2) contin~-
uous years in e special hospitnl end one (1} con-
tinuous full year in a general hospital . . ."

With reference to the first guestion, it is to de
poted that under the latter statute quoted, "three (3) full
years Of work and study" are required for graduation. ve
think it & evident, both from the languege of the statute
and & consideration of the purpose to be asccomplished, that
this provision is mandatory and that the period required for
graduation may not be shortened. However, the term "work and
study™ is not defined by the statute and we have nc judlolal
interpretation to guide us., It is azsumed that the use of
this term ie & recognition of the feot that a combinetion of
formal study and actual working experience is necessary bhe-
fore a finished nurse sy be produced. The sjutute dces not
attenpt to prescribe the proportion of work tb study in the
procese of training, nor does it require that formzal olasses
shall be held for the entire three year pericd of training.
¥e therefore seenc reason why the Board could not approve by
its regulations & plan which would intensify the formal study
during the earlier part of the three ysur irriod and gomplete
it with more stress on the workk or prustical experience. As
we read the Federal plan, the "Bolton Act™ and the Regulations
of the Surgeon General, stek to do just thet by intensifying
the formal or basic training of the etudent nurse, requiring
completion of the course in a maximum of thirty months {exocept
in cazes of students entering the school prior to January 1,
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1042, where provision is made for thirty-two monthe of basio
treining), and by permitting the student thereafter to com-
plete the feriod of treining required for gradustion under

the State law by six months of additicnal "supervised exper-
fence” in another institution. Frovided other requirements

of our Texas statutes are met, we conolude that thirty months
of "combined study and praotice” plus eix months of “"supervised

_experience” would satisfy the Texas requirement of a "full
three (3) years of work and study*,

Passing to the next gquestion, Art. 4518a regquires
the three full years ¢f work and study ¢o be done "in such
school”, We think 1t clear that this provision does not
contemplate that the entire three years must be spent in the
same 8chool, but on the contrary, means that the three years
must be spent in & school or schooles aosredited under the
requiremgents Oof Art. 4518 and the reguletiocns of the Board
of Nurse Exsminera. In fact, the statute itself recognizes the
transfer of students amcng schools by resquiring, in the case of
work done in a general school, that two years of the work and
study "must be oontinuous in the school of nureing from which
she hag graduated, . . .". And in the case of training had
in a special hospital, *two (&) cuntinuous ysars in a special
hospital and one (1) continucus full year in & general hos~
pital . . ." are required. Transfers have also beeon recognized
and offectuated under the regulaticne of the Board of Nurse
Exsminers, See "Transfers”, p. 10, "Folicles, kegulations
and Reccrmendations for the Accreditation of Texas &chools
of ﬁur.ins o

In view of thie interpretation of Art. 4518a, we
see no legal objection to the training of a student for
thirty months in one accredited genersl hogpital nursing
school and for an additional aix months trainiog 4in snother
acoredited school, provided such subsequent transfer is ap-
proved by the board and other requirements for graduation
are met. Naturally this would involve en ipvestigation and
approval for acoreditation by the Roard of Rurse Examiners
of any fametitution or Federal hospital to whioh it was pro-
poged to transfer a student for the last six monthe of her
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traloning, and suoh an f{nstitution would necessarily have to
meot the requirements of 4Art. 43518 before 1t could be eccred-
ited, In this connection, we¢ wish to point out that where
thirty monthe of training waa had in the student's home school
(s general school] end subsequent transfer to a Federal hospit-
sl whioh had been duly acoredited were allowed, then it would
bs necessary for the student after the conmpletion of the six
months additional training to re-transfer to the home school
for graduation, otherwise the statutory requirement of two
yoares of continuous trainipg "in the sohool of nursing from
which ghe has gradusted” would not be nmet.

#ie trust that we have satisfactorily answered your
inquiries in this matter and the date furnished us and which
you requested us to return is sncloaed.

Yery truly yours

ATTOHNEY GENTRAL OF TEXAS

Rugene Alvis

Assistant
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