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OFF ICE OF THE A'_'I'TORNEY GENERAL OF' TEXAS
' AUSTIN __ :

GROVER SELLERS

R g
ATTORNEY GLHERAL

‘Honorable Sam H. Davidson
County Attorney, Hookley Oounty
Lotellnnd. Tcxnl

Dear 8ir:

' ~ You presont the aKove
&ugu-t 10, 1943, wherein the

to whether such sum may be ‘aug
colloator rron‘ths Gext

gonfin your letter of
stion is Talsed zs
f thie Tax Assessor-

',tr has ndo od the
'..estor~06 sétor

any drstTriet, oounty, or precinct
‘xequire the services of deputies,
olerks 1n the perforsance Of his

gounty ror authority to appoint such
issidtants or clerks, stating by sworn
1igay Xhe number needed, the position to bde
£1)led al®~the amount to be paid. Sald apglica—
tion nhall be accompanied by a statement
the probeble receipts from fees, commissions and
compensation to be collected by sald office dur~
.ing the fiscal year and the probable disbursements
which shsll include all salaries and expenses of
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-’ sald office; and said court shall make its or-
der authorizing the appointment of such depu-
ties, sasistants and clerks and fix the compen-
sation to be paid them within the limitatons
herein prescribed and determine the number to
be appointed as in the discretion of seid court
mey be proper; provided that in no case shall.
the Commispioners' Court or sny member thereof
attempt to influence the appointment of any per-
son as deputy, essistent or olerk in any office.
Upon the sntry of such order the officers apply-
ing for such assistants, deputies or olerks shall
be euthorized to appoint them; provided that
gaid compensation shall not exceed the maximum
amount-hereinafter set out, The compensation .
which may be allowed to the deputies, assistants
or clerks shove named for their serviaea shell
be a reasonable one, not toc exceed the following
_emounts: ' S o '

%1, In counties having a population of
twenty-five thousend (25,000) or less inhabitants, -
Lfirst assistant or echlef deputy not to exceed :
Elghteen Hundred {$1800,00) Dollars per annum;
other sssistants, deputies or clerks not to ex=-
ceeg Firteon Hundred ($1500.00) Dollars per annum
each." ' _ S

Reading the term “secnnd deputy™ as meaning deputy
other than the first assistent or ohif deputy, it i1s apparent
that the $1,500.00 present amount now paid to him is the max-
imum salery suthorized and fixed by the foregoing statute.

We have fully considered the provisions of the Cer-
tificate of Title Aot, {Art. 1436-1, Veranon's Annotated Penal
Code), in connection with your request. The identical question
raised by you, however, was presented to this department by the
County Auditor of Jefferson County. We hereto attach a oopy
of our Opinion No. 0-5379, addressed to the County Auditor of
Jefferson County, approved June 21, 1943. in answer to his re-
quest. Ailthough Jefferson County has & larger population
bracket, neverthelese the opinion is appliceble to Hockley

County. :
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e It is therefore the opinion of this department
that where & deputy tax assessor-gollector in & ocounty
having s population of 25,000 or less inhabitgnte is re-
galiving the maximum salary flxed by Artiele 3902, Vernon's
innotetedlivil Statutes, such maximum salary may not be
inoressed from the Certificute of Title Fund or any other
Tund belonglng to the county.

Yours very truly,

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By (s)
Wam. J. R. King
Assistant

WIRK/ICP
Enc.
APPROVED 8EP. &, 1943 APPROVED: -
(s) Gerald ¢€. Mann - OPINION COMMITTEE
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS By B, W. B., Chairman

E.R.8,



