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Dear 8irs _ Opinior No, O=5651
Res Releass of penalties and interest
on delimguemt ad wvelorsm taxes due
common school amd road districts
under S.B. 130’ Acts 48th Leg. ReSe

We have your request for am opiniom whioch reads «s followss

"The question has beem raised by the %ex collecto~ ~f Austin Coumty as to
whether or not Semate Bill No, 130, Aots of the Régular Sessiom of the 48th
Legislature releases to all members of the armed forces of the United States
of Amerios snd their auxiliaries and all members of the armed forces in
reserve in the United States of Amerioa amd their suxiliaries in World War
Nos 2 all imberest amd pemalties accrulmg subsequemt 4o their emtry imto
such service on the rosd distriocts amd oommon school distriots in Austin
Countye

"We have & copy of your oplniom sddressed to Homoradble George H. Sheppard,
Comptroller of Public Accounts, Austin, Texas, by George P, Blackburm, your
assistant, and approved July 31, 1843 by Grover Sellers, first assistamt
attorney gemeral, amd in the last pareagraph of such opimion, you state that
the act applies to the interest and penalties of State and ccunty ad valorem
taxes,

"planso advise me if the sot also covers road distriots and common school
distriots as hereinabove requested."

Although you do not speoify what character of taxes ths nompayment
of which give rise to the "interest amd pemalties® about which you inmgure,
we assume you have reference to ad valorem taxes due road districts and
common school districtze This opimionm as writtem is btesed upom that assump-
tione : .

In our opiniom No. 0-5463, addressed to Honorable George H.
Sheppard, Comptoller of Publioc Accoumts, we held that Semate Bill No. 130,
48th Legislature, was writter im language so plaim and uasmbiguous that
its meaning was so clear and obvious that the lsw would be applied amd
enforced as written, there being mo room for ocomstruotiom of its meanimg,
and we cited mumerous authorities,
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In Opinion No. 5463 we said, in part: %The method of the Act's
operation is Yo release to the above named persons said interest smd penalties.
The interest and pemalties referred to are plainly described im the Aet ae 'all
imterest and pemelties amccrulng subsequemt to their emtry into such service ON
STATE AND COURTY AD VALOREM TAXES on property listed on the tax rolls of any
county in the name of such members of the Armed Forces or their auxiliaries or
the Armed Forces Reserve or their auxiliaries prior to the time they joined
such Armed Forces or suxiliaries.'™

Referemce to the provisioms of said Senate Bill 130 discloses that
the Bill does not deal with, mor in swy way attempt to deal with, the pemalties
and interest which might acorue by reason of nonpayment of amy road distriot or
common school distriot ad valorem taxes, The Bill legislates with regard to
the pemalties and imterest aoccruing by Teason of the nompayment of "State amd
county ad valorem taxese o o o"

The terms "State ad velorem taxes,” Moourty ad wvalorem taxes,"
"road district ad valorem taxes," smd "commom school ad valorem taxes" are terms
of differext significatiom and heve long so been used im the Legislative emactw
ments of Texase, They are mot symomymous.

You are therefore advised that the provisioms of Senate Bill No.
130, 48th Legisleture, do not opsrate to release to the members of the Armed
Forces of the United States and their muxilisries, nor the members of the Ammed
Foreces Reserve and their auxilisries, sny interest amd pemalties which might

2gcrue against them by reassom of the nompaymemt by them of amy ad velorem tax-
ss due road districts and ocommon school districts im Austim County.

Yours bery truly
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