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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MARN
ATIONNEY GENTAAL

7\

Honorable George P. Hudson
County Attorney

Jones County

Anson, Texas

Attention: Mr. 7. Y. Lindsey, Assistant Co
Dear 8ix:

Ve are ® ip of yo maubhlcation requesting
the oninion of Ahig depa perdtdining to the above mst-~
ter, rfrom which w aoto 8 r lowat

losed §zoerpt from the dudget
Coammissioners court of this
county spexks Its decislion as to the furnish-
suppliey necessary in such office to

rt161e 5283 under Title 86, Chapter 2,

Vernon otated Statutes Rooltes exong other

things that the Commissioners Court ahall fur-
nish office space for such officer at the ex-

pense of the County,.

*srtiole 5287 aame Title and Chapter rscites
that the Commissionars Court shall furnish bim
2ll necessary Books qf record.,
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Honorable George P. H&ﬁcon. page 2

"Artiocle 3899b-Section 2 recites; Suitadle
offices, stationery and blenks necessary in she
- . performance of their duties may IR THE DISCRETION
of the Commissioners Court slso be furnished to
e;rﬁsgn officers and the County Surveyor le in-
glugedq.

*0f oourse I 4o not know why the Commission-
ers Court should ezercise its DISCRRTION in this
matter in refusipg to furnish ateticaery sto to
the County Surveyor, but it is spparent thet it
has. It is truec thaet be is not a fee offloer nor
officer who 1is paid any money out of the Officers
Salary Fund, but 1% sppesrs to me that he 12 &
County Offiocer in the sams sense that all other
officers are and should be furnished with all pec- .
eagary equipment for his office named in Articel
"”b, 2640, 2.

- "Kindly edvise o 1f the County Surveyor can
demand that he be furnished as other officers are
furnished with such articlea as are eaumarsted in
Artice 3899h, ZJec. 29¢

Artiocle 3899b,1300t10n 1, V.A.C.8., provides as followsa:

“There shall be sllowed to Coumty Judges,
Clerks of the District and County Courts, Sher-
irffs, Counaty Treasurers, Tax Assessors and Col-
lsotors, such books, statlionery, including
blank bail bonds and bdlank complaints, and of~
fice furniture &3 may be necessary for their
offices, %0 de pald for on the order of the
Commlssionara Court out of the County Troeasury;

~end suitadle offices shall alsc be provided by
the Commiselioners Court for said officers et the
expenss of the souaty. And sueh dooks and sta-
tionery es are negessary in the performsnse of
their duties shsll elso be furnished Justices
of the Feaos by sald Commissioners Court, Pro-
vided ell purchasez herein must be approved bL'
Commimsioneras Court, and must be made under t
provisions of Article 1659, Reviged Civil Htat-
utes of Texas, 1925$' ’
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Honoradble George P. Hudson, page 3

- It is apperent from the reading of the foregoing
rovision end glso from a review of the history of the leg-
islation, that the County Surveyor, is not such an orficer
as oame within the contemplation of the legislature in en-
aoting the adbove provisien.

Article 3899b, Section 2, V.A.0.3., provides that
s sultable office, stationery, and blanks necessery in the
performance of his dutles may in the diseretion of the Com-
rnissioners' Court also be furaished to the County Surveyor.
Artiocle 5283, V.A.C,8., provides as follows:

"A gounty surveyor shall be eleoted in
sach oounty at each general election for a
term of two years. He shell reside in the -
county and keep his office at the courthouse
or some suitable building at the county seat,
the rent therefor to be peid by the commis-
sioners' eourt on satisfactory showing that
.the rent is reasonsdle, the office necessary
and that there is no availadble office a2t the
oourthouse, "

Article 5287, V.A.0.%. provides that the Commissioners®' Court
shall furnish the Surveyor all necessary books of record,

It i3 our oplnion that the stationery and blanka
menticned {n Artlole 3899b, Seotion 2, aupra, are not She
seme 85 the books of record mentioned in Artiole 5287, supra.

You have stated in your letter to us that the
Commissicners' Court of Jones County has exercised its 4ls-
oretion, and has entered its order to the effect thet no
supplies ané blanks be furnished to the Surveyor.

You want to know if the Qounty Surveyor of Jones
County ocan demand of the Commissioners' Court that he de
furoished, as other officers are furnished, with the station-
ery end blanks as enumerated in Artisle 3899d, Zeotien 2,
supra. '

Since 1t would seem from & reading of your let-

ter, that there haa been no abuse of disoretion on the pert
of the commiseloners in not furnishing the stationery and




"

blanks to the Surveyor, it is our opinion that your in-
quiry should be answered in the negative,

It would geen that it is mendatory upon the
Commlissicners' Court to furnish the Surveyor all neg¢-
easary books of reeord, but it ls not odligatory upoa
them to rfurnish such of fioesr with staetionery end blanks,

Truating this answers your question satisfeo-
torily, we beg to remain

Yours truly
APPROVED SEP 28, 1943 ATTORNEY GINERAL OF TEXAS

rmsfﬁézéé“ By %%
STTORNTY GRNERAL ebe XS %,

o Agsistant
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