OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GEaALD €. MANN
ATTORNEY ‘llll.nllt

Honorable Bert Ford, Administrator
Texag Ligquor Control Board
Austin, Texas

Dear Mr,., Ford:

. fiits the question
whether the rider a . appropriation for the
Liquor Control Boagxd in : 2, 48th Legislature

ciency expenditures
ty cthe Boarld 4dyri biennium,

T i8 as follows:

appropriations are
propriations made to the
ontrol Board and such are to
ut of the Confiscated Liquor

other funds whatsoever ars
ch approPriations. If this be

v0 pey the total appropriastions
ove, tiien snd only in that event and

only to—the extcnt that the Confiscated Liguor
Fund is not sufficlent, the remainder of the
above itemizad apprropriations shall be paid
out of the funds collected from tae sale of
distill A spirits, wine and beer stamps in

the rroportions that the total revenues received
therefronu bear tccne another, Under no circunstances
shall 2ny monsy te appropriated from any fund for the
administretion of this act except as itemized above."
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Artlcle 4351 1s a gensral law, It is designed
to provide a means whershy agencies of the State Govern~
ment whose appropriations may bLecome exhausted prior to
a mesting of the Legislature may bind the State for the
paysnent of the reasonable expenses necessary %o be inocure
red by the agency In order that the funotions develved by
law upon it may be diasharged durings the period following
exhanstion of its appropriations and until the next meet~
ing ol the lLegislature, ZFstablishing as it doces such a
wholesome public policg, a purpose to suspend, repesl
or amend Artiole 4351 1s -ot to be presumed, nor should
language which may reasocnably bs harmonized with such
policy be construed to smbody ap intent tn suspend it in
whole or in part,

If it was the intention of the legislatureto
deny to the Governor the power during the ¢urrent blen-
nium to approve deficiency expenditures by the Liquor .~
Control Board, under the provisions of Artiele 4351, apt
language was aot used to express that intant. Deficisnoy
sllowances vnder Article 4351 are not appropriations,
hense the fl»st sentence of the rider does not affect
the power cranted under that Article, The language of
the second sentence of the rider prohibits the appropria-
tion of money "from any fund fur the administration of
this Act . . . The words "this Aot™ refer to the Act
In which such words appear, to-wit, Ssnats Bill 232,
for ther= i1s no previous reference in the rider to any .
other enactement. The rider, then, does not prohibit
appropriations necessary t~ administcr ths provisions
of Article L4351 in sccordance with its terms,

¥e construe the last sentence of the rider as
prohibiting the use of any fund to pay the appropriations
made by Senute Bill 332 tc the Texas Ligquor Control Board
except as specified in the first two sentences of the rider,
We therefore adviee that the rider does not in any wise ar-b,f
feot the power conferred upon the Governor by Article 4351,

Very truly yours

APFROVED OPINION ATTORKTY GINZRAL OF TIXAS
DOMMITTEE BY BWB
CEAIRMAN

By

R, W, Fairchild
Assistant
"RWE: MR ‘
APPROV'D DXO, 1943
GROQV™E SELLTRS
FIPST ASSISTLNT ATTORN.Y GEN-TRAL



