OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
_ AUSTIN A
GROVER SELLERS

ATTAANEY GENERAL

Honorabvle Cleveland Devis
County ittorney, Brazoria caunty
Angleton, Texas

Dear Sir: Opindon No. 0=8614
_ He: Rhether the &

oy N4, requesting the
th' questlions steted therein

“he \Chepdrs of M oria has ope deputy
who crrom 1-\ dutxu of first assistant

3902, Sea., & vhiﬂh applies te
Brazoria Gonnty 1: an rallowa:

"tTn sounties having a_gojulation of
25,001 and not more than 37,8500 inhabitants,
rirut sssistent or ohief depaty not to exceed
$2000,00 per snnumj; other esgistents, deputies,
or clerks not to sxcesd £1700.00 per annum each,*

RS 1STAN
HNO COMMUNICATION IS 'l'b BE CONSTRUED A6 A OCEPARTMENTAL OPFINION UNLEXS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY BE.NERAL OR F} T ASS ANT
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"1 have boen roquested to advise under the
provisions of this srtiole Af the Shexrifr of
Brazorie County 1a entitled to pay his first
assistent in charge of eivil matters the sum of
$2000,00 per annum and his chief deputy in
charpe of criminel mattera the sum of 2200C,00
per snnum ugnder this section 2 of Article 3902,

"It would arppear from - resding Section
£ of Article 5902 that the sheriff is confined
to one firast sssistant or first deputy to whonm
ha ecan pay 8 sslary not to exoeed $2000,0C per
annum. On the other hend, sueh a construction
might be placed on this seotion thet would
entitle the iheriff to a first essistant in
charge of oivil matters at $2000.0C per snnum
and a chief deputy in cherge of oriminal matters
who c¢an receive not to sxaeed $£000.,00 per annum.
] shall thank you to sdvise which of these con-
clusionu of law is oorrsct.”

‘ After eerernlly considerigg Article 3902, Vernon's
Annotated Clvil Statutes, 1t i3 spparent that it wes con-
templated by the leglsisturs that any district, oounty or
precinet officer requiring the services of deputies, aessist-
ants or clerks in the performsnce of his duties, such offiocer
is oonfined to ofe first assistant or rirst deputy to whom
he cen legally pay the maximum sslory suthorized by the '
provisions of said stastute applicadle te his county. Section
2 of Article 3902 is applicable to Brazoria County and the
msximum salary suthorized by ssid provision thet asn legally
be paid the rirst assistsnt or chief deputy ia {£,000 per
annum, other aesistants, deputies or olerks gsnuot de paid
an ennuzl salary sxoseding #1700 per annum sach. Thersfore,
it 1s our opinion that the Sheriff of Brazoris cannot
legally pay the meximum salary of $£000 per amanum t¢ his
echisf deputy and elso pay $E000 per annum to a par-on,éonig¢
nated as his frirst aaeissant.

Stated ancther way, the Zheriff is confined to one
firat azsistant or first deputy to whom he ean legally pay =
salsry not exoceeding $2000 per annum,
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Sapporting the foregoing ststement, we direot your
at ention to our Opinion No. U-9]1 passing upon & gusstion
8imilar to the one presented in your inquiry. %e enqglose e
eopy of said opinion for ycur conveniengs.

Yours very truly
ATTORKEY GENEEAL OF TZAAS

BY [/8/
irdell wWilliams
Assuistant
Attepibd
AFFROVED JAN., BO, 1944 AFPROVID OPTHIMM
/8/ Grover Sellers COMSITIER

ATTOKNEY G:ZNERAL OF TEXAY 4 By D. M., Chairman



