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Dear 3ir: - Opinion No, O-629’A. \

Re: Under thvhyxov%giops of
House B{ll N&T'8B, Yorty-
seventh Leglalature, 15 the
State required te make total
coatribution to the Teachers'
Aetireweat sSystem durisg any

s Lisepl year exaotly egual to
" +the contpibutions of the
“,  teachers, or may the alloca-
>, tions bhe hased on a five-year
“.actumrlal estimate and ad-
Justed at the end of each
five-ysar period? And a
rolatyd question,
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Wée.ars in receipt of your opinion requeat, read-
iag as follows: o0 '
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' . "I should like to submit for your considera=
tion the qgastions listed below:
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+ . ”

"l. Under House Bill 8 of the 47th lLegisla-
ture, or any subsequent Amendments thereto, 13 the
State required to make total contribution to the
Teacbers' Retirement System during any fiscal year
exactly equal to the contributions of the teachers,
or may the allocations be based on a five-year ao-
tuarial estimate and adjusted at the end of each
five=-year period?

"2, If the contribution of the State is to be
adjusted annua.ly to the contributions made by the
teachewm, shall the otate's contribution be equal to
the total contributions of the teachers, or shall
the State's contribution be equal to the contribdbu-
tions of the teachers less refunds to teachers who
cease to be memnbers other than by death or retireaent?"
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We quote the following pertinent language from
fiouse B1ll 8 of the 47th lLegislature, as found in the General
Laws of the 47th Legislature on page 338:

"{3) Beglinning with the fiscal year
starting on September 1, 1941, and annually there-
after, taoere 18 hereby allocated and appropriated
to the Teacaer Retirement System of Texas in acoord-
ance with the provisions of Senate Bill No. 47, Aots
of the Regular Session, Forty-firth lLegislaturs, 1937,
and any amendnents thereto, a:sum each year equivalent
to the contributions of the meaders of the Teacher Re-
tiremzent System during said year, Said amounts are
hereby allocated and appropriated and shall de paid
to the Teacher Retiremsnt Syatem in equal monthly
installaents beginning JSeptember 1, 1941, and monthly
thereafter based upon the annual estimate by the State
3osTd of Trustees of the Teacher Retirement System of
the contributions to be received from the mexnbers of
3aid Jystem during sald year; provided further, in
tne event said estimate of the coantributions of the
xmeabers of the System shall vary from the actual
amount of the teaochers! contributions during the year,
tiien such adjustments shall be made at the c¢lose of
cach fiscal year as may be required.”

"There is likewise hereby allocated and ape
propriated to the Teacher Retirement System of Texas be-
ginning on the first day of the first month after the
effective date of this Aot, and monthly thereafter, the
sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars($50,000), which shall be
paid by the State Treasurer to the Teacher Retirement
System until such time as the total additional amounts
80 deposited by the State of Texas shall be equivalent
to the total amount coantributed by the members of the
fetirenent System from September 1, 1937, to September 1,
1941, as certified by the State Board of Trustees of the
Teac..er etireaent System,"

It is obvious from the foregoing that the Jtate is
required to make total contributions to the Teachers' Retireament
Sy.item during each fiscal ycar exactly equal to the contributions
of tie tezchers, The law 13 very plain wherein it appropriates
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and ailocates to the Teachers Retirement System "a sum each

ear equivalent to the contributions of the members of the
*eucher Ketirement System during said year,® This fact is
enphasized by the further language: "provided further, in the
event 3ald estimate of the contridutions of the members of the
System shall vary from the actual amount of the teachers' con-
tributions during the year, then suoh ad juatments shall be made
at the ¢lose of eaoh fiscal year as may be required."

This i3 in additioa to the $50,000 monthly ap~-
propriation made equivalent to the amounts paid by the teachers
from September 1, 1937 to September 1, 1941, Your first quése
tion 13 answered in the affiraatives.

As we understand the law, those teachers who
cease to be members of the 3ystem other than by death or retire-
ment are refunded am amount equal to the contributions paid into
the System by suoh teachers and hence their contributions having
bteen so withdrawn do not constituts a contribution to the System,
and should not be considered in determining the amount of the
State's contribution.

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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Agalistant

APFROYEL

OPINION
COMMITIE

.
\!\_._._.,.___f
. TMATEMAN



