THE ATTORNEY 'GENERAL
OF TEXAS

AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Hon, W.T7, Birdwell
County Auditor Bowile Co,
Boaton, Texas

Dear Sir:1 o Opinion No. 0-63h2

Rey ether vaterans of World war II &

- required to pay for certified copy

of marrisge licenses and- birth ceri
fieates.

' Eb have your letter of recent date requesting the opinion
_of this department regarding the guestion whether Veterans of World ¥ar
- No. II are required to Pay for certified coples of marriage liaenses A
- biprth cartitieaten 1asuad for such vetaranz. '

VSQetion 1ef Article 1939&;:?%2non!s &nneta&ed Civil-Stat

mvi.des:

i "rhat from and sfter em etfeeuw date. or this:
Agt all ouat;sr Clerks, Diatrict Glerks, and other offi- -
‘etaly 1n this' Btate wid dre réquired’tc’1dsus any form’

of cartificate or any'copy. or copies of instruments hee-.
essary -as proof to establish any ¢laim or clatms of any
-ex-service men of- the federal governiment, or &ny ex- ..

© wmenbers ¢f the Auxiliaries to the drmed forees of the .
.United States Government shall issue such certificate; .
and 1ikewise certified copies of any. instrument naoessary.
4o prove any facts or establish sfiy olaim éf such ex- -
wervice men or such ex-members of ‘the Auxiliaries, free
of sny sharge, and ghall include therestablinhing of -

- gompensation statua and any other necesiary fact teo be
established to aild and ssgist such ex-service men and
. ex-members of the Auxiliaries in completing the record
"of gueh serviece when necessary or required tn the es-
. -tablighment of claims and necessary service status, in
- either World War I, the Spanigh-American War, World War
II, or &any other aetive service, whiéire such seyvice.was
. rendered, and where the person would, on proper proof,
be entitied to compensation, 1nnurance, % oxr any other
form of adjusted settlement for pervice rendered to the
United States Goveroment by such ex-service men or ex-
members of the Avxiliardes, The County Clerk, District
Clerk, or other officials issuing such certifioates o
certified copies of instruments, shell not be lisble for
any settlement for any gich reduction, and the same ghall
‘hot be eeunted ag fees collected and chargeable to such

ﬁ
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office, and shall form no part of the maximum fees of
such office. All of the provisions of Section 1 here-
of, shall inure to the helrs at law of such ex-~service
men and ex-members of the Aurziliaries, where the proof
is necessary to establish the claim emenating through
or under such ex-gervice men or ex-members of the
Auxiliaries.”

Section II of Article 193%a, V.A.C.S., defines the term “e
service men" and "ex-members of the Auxiliaries" as used in the Act. It
is stated in our Opinion Ho. 0-6067 thet the terms "ex-service men® and
“ex-members" of the Auxiliaries include all those persons recognized by
United States Govermment as being entitled to adjustment compensation,

- or other form of settlement for service in time of war, when guch person
‘have been discharged from such service, or when such members show that
they are now recognized by the United States Government &s being entitle
tzmadjuatment compensation, or other form of settlement for service in
time of war,

Sectimn 1 of Article 19392 expressly provides that all Cou
Clerks, District Clerks, and other officials in thim State who are re-
quired to issue any form of certificate or any copy or caples of instrum
‘necassary as proof to establish any c¢laim or claims of any ex-service me
of the federal government or any ex-members of the Auxillaries to the an
forees of the United States Goverrment, such persons shall issueé puch ce:
tificates and likewise certified copies of any instrument necessary bo
prove any fact or to establish any c¢laim of such ex-service men or such
* fully wdvised that 1t is the opinion of this dep nt, that when perts.
' fied coples of marriage license and birth certificates or other instru-.
ments issued by any County Clerly District Clerk, or other official in th
8tate, who is required to isgue such instruments for the purposes mentic
- od in Sec. 1 of Art. 193%a, V.A,C.8,, must be issued free of charge to e
service men and ex-members of the Auxiliaries under said statute,

Yours very teuly,
ATTORIEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

, . By 8/ Ardell Williame
AWirtiwe - ' A Ardell Williams

' -Assistant
APPROVED JAN 11, 1945 -
g/ Grover Sellers:
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

Approved Cpinion Committee By s/BWB c¢halrman,



