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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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v
Honoreble X, L. Hinson, Jr, VoA
County Auvditor —— v
Polk County ey
Livingston, Texas T N
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Sear 9irg Opiaion Na, 06369 N\ O

Ret VWhether the Coumissiiners?
7 Court should purohase vare
N “ lous supplies for the use
S £ the-gounty, its officers,
. departments, etce, on coupedi-
-tive Dids?

And & related matter.

’

s AN

Your letter of Jemmry:-9, 1945, requesting the
opinbn of this Department cn the questions stated therein is,
in part, as follows: ) ‘

" "Under Art. 1659, Texds Statutes, is it manda-
tory.of the Commissioners Court to purchase supplies
fopr every kind, as Rcad & Bridge material, or any
other material - for the use of the county or any of
:.:: otﬁgm. departments or institutions, on coupete-

ye Bes N

*Has the -County Auditor the autharity to disap-
prove bills, cleims or accounts ageainst the county
unless said dills, claims or accounts were purchased
on coapetitive bids."

WWo divect your attenticn to the followlng statutes

pertainiang to the purchase of various supplies on compoetitive
bids, Road & Bridge materisls, projecta respecting publioc
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‘mrrovenents, and other materials. These statutes are Articles
1058, 1659, 2368a, 2899, 3899b, end 2358-2367, inclusive, Vernon's
Annotated Civil Statutes. Heretofore, this Department has rendered
esveral opinions, construing the foregoing statutes and ansvering
queations similar to the gquestions presented in your inquiry. Ve
call your attention to ocur Opinions Ko. 0-770, 0=1591, 0-1597,
0=1753, and 0=3401, and encloss copies of these opinions for your
convenience. '

.For the purposes of this opinion, ve deenn it unnecessary
to quote the foregoing statutes or disouss them at length as they
are quoted and fully discussed in the foregoing opintons,

Article 1659 authorises emergency purchases. It is
cur opinion that the emergency pusrchases allowable would be only
in such amount as would be necessary to meet the needs of the
county, or of an individual officer, during the time necesaarily
involved in the purchase of such supplies in conformity with the
statutory rcQuirements. In no event can such emergency purchass
exceed the sum of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00). Emergenoy
~urchases are not required to be nade on coupetitive bids., With
the exception of emergency purchases, it is our opinion that dboth
of the questions stated in your letter should be ansvered in the
affirootive and are so ansvered. Article 1661, Vernon's Annotated
Civil Statutes, providest

"He ohall not audit or approve any such claim
unlens 1t has boen contreoted as provided by law,

The Questions subuitted in your inquiry are very broad
and generel in their temms, and ve believe that the enoclosed opin-
ions ansver these questions; and the specific ansvers given your
Questions in this opinion are based on said opinions and the au-
thorities oited therein. If you have any specific question on
vhich you desire our opinion, vhen the same is presented to us
vith all the faots in connection therevith, ve will be glad to
give such request ocur further consideration.

Yours very truly,
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By

Ardell Willisms
PRI Assistapt—
S, 4 LPPROVE

AW/JICP ' - OPINIO!
COMMITT

ENC. 5 .



