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Your letter of February.l¥, 1945, requesting an opin-
ion of this Departzment pesds as fodlowsy it .
/l "1\, )"..
"Please lot e hadve ydur wridten'ppiniocn as to

vhether or not/ & Rounty) after it selected a

Ccunty Depository-in the wanngr required lavw, can

tbhen borrow money fMpom bmvhhh.? individuals other

than the_depoeitary Rank the Depositoary Bank

proteats shoh actien oq the part of the Court.

- - K4
"ohe eftuation v%ﬁavo rice to this inguiry
13 as followss “The C ssionerts Court of Montague
County selected &, County Depository in the manner re-
quired Jy lav, and sfter it was selocted it insisted
that sints it %ad bYeen seleoted on the basis of occa-
petitive BL3ding it 1s entitled to huve all loans
negotiated thraugh it. One ¢r tvo of the Commisaioners
vant to bexxvew money from banks and individuals in
their respeative Precincts and nct from the County De-
pository bank which is not in their erooinot, t0o wvhich
aation the depository bank protests.

Gur courts huve uniformly hold that counties, belng
¢oaponent narts of the State, have no powers or duties except
those which wre olearly set forth sud defined in the Constitution
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and statutes and that the statutes have clearly defined the
povers, presoribed the duties, and imposed the liabilities of
the conmissionera' Courts, the Medium through which the differ-
ent counties act, and froa these statutes must come all the
suthority vested 1n oounties. It is further the established

law of this 3tate that Commissioners! Courts are courts of lim-
ited jurisdiction, in that their powers are only those exnressly
or impliedly conferred upon them by law, that is, by the Consti-
tution and statutes of the State. (11 Tex. Jur., Beo. 36. 37,
pp. 563-565, and the suthorities thers cited)

We have besn unable to find any Constitutional o
statutory provision vhich directly or impliedly authorizes a
Coumissioners! Court to borrow mcney for the oounty froa its
depository or from any bank, person, fira, caporation, or ase
sociation whatever, other than by the issuance and sale of dbonds
in sccordance with constitutional and statutory requirements.

Joping that vhat ve have said satisfactorily znsvers
Jour question, we are

Yours very traly
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