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OFFICE OF' THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
. GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Honorable ., A; Davis
State Registrar
3tate Poard of Health
Austin 2, Texas
Dear Sir: ‘ Cpinion No. 0-8537

Re: Proper proocedure toil

opinion as to the proper methe
ing with & Diatriot Court a-de
dividusl on your records.

‘--;11 Ras Sawysr
(2) should a state-
nameé be attached

The statute pertinent to your inguiry as to birth
and degth\cortificaty records is as:followsi

prep nt, and supply to &ll registrers.

all blank€ and forms used in registering, record-
ing and preserving the returna, a in otherwise
carrying out the purpose o this iet, end essh
olty and incorporated town shall print =nd sup-~
ply 1ts local registrar, and each county shall
print and supply tre County Clerk =ith psrmanent
record books, In form e proved by the stete Regls-
trar, for the recording of all births and deaths
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occurring within their respeotive jurisdiotions,
The State Reglstrar shall prepare and issue such
detalled instructions as may be required to pro-
cure the uniform observence of ite provisions and
the maintenance of a perfect system of registra-
tion; and no other forms shall be uzed than those
spproved by the State Department of Health, He
shall carefully examine the certificates received
monthly from the local registrars, snd ¥ any such
are incomplete or unsatisfactory he shall require
sush further informstion to be supplied as may de
necessary to xske the record complete eand satis~
faotory. 4ind al) physiocians, midwives, informants,
or undertskers, end all other pereons heving knowl-
edge of the facts, are hereby regquired  supply,
upon a form provided by the State Department of
Heslth, or upon the original ocertificste, sush in-
formas ion as they may possess regarding eny birth
or death, upon demand of the State Registrar in
person, by mail, or through the loocal registrer;

provided, thet no gertifiocate of %irth or death,
after its scceptance for replistration ocal
reglstrar, and no other record made 1n pursusnce
of this Aoii a§§;$ §. altered or cEange§ in @y re-
ard other«ise than by the smendments proper

: ﬁaii!, lignea and uILnaaacg. The State Eafgu rar

urther arrange and permanen re-

servo tha cer gates in a systematlic manner, and
mhall prepare and maintsin a oomgreEens;ve :;;gg
of a bIrths end Jeeths reglastered; e« ndex to
bPe arranged alphabeticelly, 1a the case of deathe,
by the name of decodents, and in the eaae of birthe,

by the names of fathers end mothers, * * ** v,4,0.S.,
1988, Artiele 4477, Rule 8l-a, (Undoruooring ours).

Our penal statutes provide that records are to te
kept intaot end thet the sltering of the r=cords without au-
thority of lew is # oriminal offense (F. C. 1925, Art, 1102);
and the statute further declares that the altering of records
or certifioates of records to be & forgery (¥. C., 1985, Art.
1006). However, Vital ustatistic 3tatutes (Rule S5l-a of Arti-
cle 4477) authorize amendments to “gertificate of birth or
desth, after its soceptance for registration”, But in doing
80, the resistrar should not interpelate anythin; not in the
instrumcnt recorded at the time of the original record. The
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smendment of the record should not be made by erssures and

i{nterlineations upon the certificetes, but by snnexing the

smendment, that is the ocourt judgment, to the original cer-
tirfioate, so0 that the whole matter will appear. Reoords,

53 C, J., 819 n, 23; 820 n. 62).

e, therefore, snewer your first question "no"; that
is, that the ehild's name should not be stricken from the birth
gertirficete and the new nams written in.

We anmAwer your seoond gquwestion in the affirmative
snd suggeat that atteched to the originel certirlicate should
bs a certified copy of the court's arder ohanging the ohild‘s
nsne together with s statement in the following or similar
form:

"The day of » 19 s in
Cause Xo. an order was issued by the Dis-
triet Court of Gounty, Texas, chang~-
ing the name of
to .

~ehis stetement and s certified ccpy of the
courttsa order is sttsched %o the original birth
sertificate of , ’

in complience wIth the purpose and order of seld

aourt $n said caumae.

"On this day of s 19 .

Signed
fegiatrar.¥

In view of our answar to your second question, it
is not necessary for us to saswer your third question,

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL @ TEXAS
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£ Lt iAo rfeZ
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Pavid funtoh
sssistant
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