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Your letster sudbuit
and opinfon resds sg follows)

"Arsiols XX
3111 &, Aets of

sion, prcvido- r-l
funds from ¢

MN6E by Fouse PL))
the 321ind Assiatance

. , rar qlch fiseal year of She

v s‘ptcahnr 1, 1943, and snd Auguss
:ﬂrpOit of providing and sdainistars
naody bl ing,

R, 317, Acts of tha LSth Lccinlntnrn.
Taguls fh, sarriss » rider attachad %o the
1tenined " ogriation out of the Blind Asaistcnos
Tond, The rider provides in part as follows:

*“?Al] inooms alliccated or trensferzed to

the Blind Assistance Jund to the sxdent of

Xight Mundred and Twenty Thousand ($€20,000,00)
1aps Jar year fe herady appropriated for

. . "
NO COMMUNEATION IS TO SE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL Ha-
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e2eh ot the flseal {urc eaing Auut
’1. ’-9 ’ and Augu ) 3 1"7
_ unop-rt-unotru lolcnro
cyunu end fer administering luunm
the needy dlindj provided, howgver, Shat
. u! uoney s deen appropriated tor the
tis yom a8 00% Oul adove, and for the
PUFPOSES 48 94t out above in appropriae-
u.on lhn 208 be in mshu thereso and
shall be of 20 foree or Sf198t sawe m.:-
«ptutomtmundthul pre
tioa as may be necessary togethar wit w
othar appropriasion slready mads $0 make »
tosal appropristion of t Bundred and
Twensy and ($820,000,00) Dollars for
eadh fisoal yeay for {mu PUTDOBES. o of

"The rider also provides certain limitations
relative $0 the wse of the edministrative funds
and in addition provides , o ¢

"t . « o The Stade Depertasns of m»nc
mnn is authoruu %o nuzu

Yederel Goverament a t may u
allosased to said State Departasnt of Fudblie
¥glfare for g:vum and -mmurms age

sistanes %o needy um ¢ o
' "House Bill m. Aoty of tu islature,
guo«u- SBevea Hundred Thousand 00) Dol.-
hnmrcchruul. arotthhmﬁn

1943 eadisg August 31, 1905 3o the
ot Ay hund, dez attashed $o the
Gensral Departmsnial xun bu.u Ssnate Bill 317,
Asta of thas A9%h hht\u'o ngsro mm-
indred and Twenty Fnousend I .
cmrt{.“% .:n:‘lnlm mm 31, 1947, for
" - s of prouuu assissanee ul Z.L
te may »lind progrem, Binse thse Appro-
pristion Bill appropriates One maru and Twenty



N
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Thousand {$120,000,00) Dollars in exesss of the

allosation %o ‘h. BRind Agsistanes Jund fOr eaeh
yoay of the ensuing diennium, how mush somey 4is

available for sach fiseecl yeay of the ensuing
bienniun beginning Septemder 1, 19457

B Powmas GOA LT YE | Aol sbmrtn emmam men Moo b 8

ViR ¢ » P WPSY VRS FR RPPYRLE &AW
the State Bind fesd Fand the sum of Twel
Thousand At Bundred and Dollars and
Fifteen Cents (412,830,158}, wvh the Departaent
of Tublic Velfare has not besn eble to use for the
purposs of administering or peying assigtance %o
the needy blind bdeoause it was earried over froa
the grﬂious biennium, plus smounts ageruing in
the biennium ending August J1, 1945, the expend-
fture of whieh is restricted ‘ tha 38 ropriation
of Seven Hindred Thousand 000, 5’ Dollars
for each fisoal year of bienniun and was
sonsidered by the Treasmwr and Comptroller as
ttrozent, therefors not avniladble to the Depart-
mang of iubnc Welfars during the diennium commsnoe
ing Septembery 1, 1943, and ending August 1, 1945,

*If you answer She first question by stating
that tue eppropriasion Por Blind Assistancs is
linited deoause of the alloostion eontained in
House P11 499, Aets of the Legislature and
that the entire Zight Hundred and Twenty Thousand
{$820,000,00) Dollars for each fisoal year as appro-

riated dy Senate Bill 3J17, Aets of ths A9%h 8-
sure is not availadls deeanss of the insufficient
sllooation, than 4s it possible for tlm State Depart~

ment of Publiec Welfuxe $0 use this stm whioh is now
troxent {9 the Blind Assissanee Fund for thes purpose
ol paying ssalstanes nots and/or adainissering as-
sistanes during ths bieanium ecameneing Septembder 1,
1945, snd ending August 31, 1947."

Houss Bill 499 of she 48th legislature is chapter
375 or tbhs laws of 1943, 48th Lagislstare, Rsgular Seasion,
ge 672, cermmte Bill 317, of the Aets of the L9tk legis-
ature is chapter 378 (page 210) of the 49th, 1945, Legis~
lature, Regular Session, and the gquoted paragreph from
Samate Bill 317, is found on pege 919 of the Sssaicii Laws,
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Chaptey 375 (House P11l 499) of the 4Bth Legis-
lature, pege 672, reads in part as followsi '

*"For ¢aeh fiscal year in the diepnium
: there aball be aprro-
a. ated and allooated, transferred and credited
she spseial fund in the Trea s known as
the 'Blind dwsistances rundt, for the purpose
of providing end-administcr{ns gsgistanes to
the ®1ind ., , ., the sum of £700,000,00 from
the Clearence Fund , o « 4"

Artiele &, Saotion 5, cf the Constitutian pro-
hibitas the epirorriation of acnsy for a& . longer ter: than
two yaars. .

Our ocourts hsve unifo.zmly haléd that ths intane
tion of the legislaturs as $0 2 law is %0 bs determined
primarily froa the plain and ordinary import c¢f the lane
guage used; is County va Ce Ao), 187 E¢ Wa T4l,
And where & stetute plein and unambiguous it will be
enforosd socording to it words. on va nix, 138
Tex, 596, 161 B, ¥, (2d) 455, In ¢age © 0

TeXe A%4, 44 Se %o ), 1t was mdd Artiole

s Seotion 6, of the Constisuticn not ealy requires an ep-
propriation ‘sfaro’any acney 6an de pald out of She Trewse
ury, dut alge lizits avery appropriation %0 2 term of two

yaars. ,

It therefore follows, in answer o tfou first
question, that the money availabls for ésen fisoal year
of the ensulang dleanium beginning Zeptember 1, 1945, is
48220,000,00, The 1943 appropriation of $700,000,00, bota
by liatntc and by eonstitutional prohidition eculd not
extend for more than two years,

senats 311l 317 (ch, 378 of the Aots of the A9th
Legislature) specifieslly limfte the appropriation %0 the
sum of $820,000,00 per year for saoh of the fisoal yeers
ending August 31, 1946, and August 31, 1947, to the State
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Departuent of Fublie Welfure for payment ana for ed-
linintoriag aseintance %o e nncz;

 In view of our angwer to youyr tirlt estion,
4§ nesessar follows that your setond questien

answered ia negative,
Tours very sruly
ATTORNEY QEMRAL OF TRXAS
By
David wunteh
Assistant
pWizd1mdi 34
AFFROVED OCT, 24, 1945
/s/ Orovey Ssllers
_Amnm GERERRAL OF TEXAS
APYROVED
Opintion
Comnittsee

By datals



