OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN 1

GROVER SELLERS 1
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable L. W. Vance
County Atterney
Titus Ceunty

Box 207

Mt. Pleasant, Texas

Dear Sir: Opinien Ne. 0-6750

Re: Allovance of fees to

for recording dischsar f member:
ef the Armed Pe or| Regorves.
¥We have received your request fer epinion en the
hereinabove-captiened matter, and ve q letber as

feollevws:

utes the county clerk has
for recerding 3Soldier disc
vas anended by the Legi
states that no chafge shall
ing and keeplng ef se reco

questien &s te vhather o it 1»"te allev any
claim frem the ‘clerk fer this' service and I desire
youp ‘opinien on th tter.',/

, Articie 1939, Title 41, Chapter 2, of the Revised Civ!
Statutes’ or Texgz,\1925, reads as follovs:

"Each counbdy clerk shall record {n & vell bound
becok the officiel discharce of each scldier, sallor
or othex person resident in the county vho served
et home or abroad in the army or navy forces ef the
United States in the late World War., For such serv-
1ces sald clerk shall be alloved by the commissioners
court, out ef the genersal fund of the ceunty, net to
exceed fifteen cents for esach one hundred vords so
recerded,”
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This stutute (Article 1939) vas amended by Sectien 1,
H, B, Ne, 109, Chap. 107, p. 187, Acts ef the 38th Legislature,
Regular Zesaien, 1943, se as te read as fellevs:

"Each Ceunty Clerk shall recerd in a vell-bound
besk the efficial discharge ef esach member of the Armed
Ferces of the United States ef America er the Armed
Ferce Reserve of the United Btates eof America er the
Auxiliary ef either Armed Ferces of the United States
of America or the Armed Perce Reserve of America vhe
have served in the Armed Ferces eof the United States
of America since 1916, There shall de ne charge made
fer the recording and keeping ef these recerds.”

It vill be ebserved that Article 1939 ‘ll amended by

the Acts of the A8th Legislature) prevides that “there 'h“i be
ne charge made for the rece and kee ef these rece .

Vhere a statute, ¢ivil er criminal, is expressed in
plain and unambigueus language, and its meaning is clear and
sdbvisus, there is ne roem fer constructien., Gaddy ve. First
l;:iona% Bank eof Beawment, 283 8, W, AT2; Sparks va, State,
174 3, W, 351.

The effective date of the abeve act vas April 6§, 1943,
and since said date the ferege provisiens have geverned the
subject matter inguired adbeut. viev ef the plain previsiens
ef the statute, it is eur epinien that the Cemmissioners' Ceurt
of Titus Ceunty has ne autherity te allev any fees claimed by the
County Clerk fer recerding and keeping discharges ef members ef
the Armed Ferces er Reserves.

Very truly yours,
ATTORNEY QGENERAL OF TEXAS
R By ' 6'2]!“ 1‘\)

N
. C. Dﬂ.ViS, JPQ/L
h Assistant

Jcp/yce RN “r



