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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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nonorable T. M, Trimble !

first Assistant State Superintendent
 Department of Education

justin 11, Texas

. Dear Sir; . Opinion No. 0-6976
L - Re: Term of Board of Direcotors

Your lettor of December 6, 1945, toge hor withlenolo-
sures requesting an opinion vith raference to tho “bapm of office

of Davis, Hall, Clemens and Knlght
_ Yo therefore quote below this letidr
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‘ o “Frankly, it 18 a puz
of the stsfutes govern the

200,000 provides for a different term of office for
the trustecs of such districts.

"Wo really beliove that Article 2815h-%, Seoc-
tion 2, provably controls for the reason that vhile
this is @ validating act it certainly hos a proapoo-
tivo application.and spocifically doals with Union
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f quorable T. ¥. Trimble, page 2

Junior College Districts. We feel that the Legisla-
-ture did not intond to prascrlbe one teram for trus-
tees of Union Junior Collego Districts theretofore
~ereated gnd anothar for Districts thereafter croated.
We know of no legal objectlon which would prevent
ingcorporation in such a statulte of a prospociive.
provision., <This matter is not imuediatoly/prossing,
of course, but we would like to have you and tue At~
tornoy Genoral glve it your further consideration.
é GOpylof this letter is enslcsed for the Attornoy
eneral.

»

"The San Antonlc Union Junior College District
is composed d six common school districts and five
independent sohool districts, as you knoire Ona of
the indepsndent districls is croated under said lav
for public school purposes only and wo understand
that the othor four ers created under gensral lav.
Non2 of thom are citles and towns vhioh haveo assumed
control of the publio schoolg." .

‘ ¥Ye have revicved carefully the statutes satting up the-
stages vhich should be follcwred in the election of trustees to
independent school districts, and although it may be said that
Arvicle 27743 should boe applied to school districts, we do not
feel that it 1s the statute that should bo follored in this
instancte. Ve gars inclined to agreo with the fourth paragraph
g3 set out in the above quoted lottor. Senato BLlll No. 75, as
passed by ths 47th Iezislature, Rogular Sossion, 1241, apposrs
on Pege & of the Gensral and Spcci&l Lavs, 47th Legislaturo,
Reﬂular Session, 19%41. Althouzh the caption of this b1ill 1ndi-
cates that it is a validating act, there aro furthsr vords to
this effect:

e o« o « Providing for the election of a Bosrd
of Trustees for such Juntor'0011coo Districts, end
providing certain pcwers and dutiea of such trustoes,_,
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Ve thercfore believe that this act 1s more than & validating eot,
and quote below Section 2 of tho act which sets out a mathod of
tlecting trustees for a Junior College District:
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. %360, 2. The trustees eclected for such Junior
College Districts, after taking tho cath of office,
shall) divide themselves into threc classes: Class ],
consisting of two membors, shall serve for one year;
Clabs II, consisting of tvo membors, vho shall serve
Tor:two years; apd Class III, consisting of three re-
mining members, who shall serve for threeo years.

- "n the first Saturday of April of each year
aftor such trustees first elecoted shall have ssrved
for a psriod of et least ono yeayr, an clectlion shall
be held to £111 The officon of the members of trus-
tees vhose teorns explre that year. Such trustoes
8o eleoted shall serve for & term of three years.”
(Emphasis ours.) (See Article 2815h-4, Section 2,
Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes.)

It is the considered opinlon, therefore, of this depart-
| ment that the prosent beard of trustees vho wers evidently elected
some tim2 after iarch 1, 1945, should serve for & poriod of at
least one year, that is, thelr torm of office would not expire
until April, 1947, at vhich time an entire board of trustees should
bo olected. After they have been elected and duly gualified, they
should follow tho procedures as ontlined in Section 2 of Article
2815h-t. Thercafter, snd on the first Saturdasy of &pril of each
year, an eloction should be held for the group vwhose term expires
et that time, ' ‘ ' '

Prusting thet tho ebove satisfeotorily answers your in-
tuiry, ve axe _ ,

Yours vory Ytruly

, _ ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS-

. ) ' By ‘ . 1/‘//. Mxy&/
L T . o E. M. DeGourin
: ' . Assintant
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