OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Er. J:u We ]Nﬁk
County Auditor
W¥ilbarger County
Yernon, Texas

Dear Mr. Broek: Opinion Xo. 0-7211

Re: Did the amenduents to| its charter
adopted by the City of Vernon in

which reads as follows:

“Enclosed here you d a printed copy

& on QOoctoher 16,
The amendwent

Section 8 of Article 11 of our Con-
Artiecle 1168 of our Statutes and the

on of Ban Angele et al, 101 S. W. 24 360, I
submit to you the following questions:

(1) Do the propogitions adopted at the election
on October 18, 1945, constitute sn amendment to the
Charter of The City of Vernon within the weaning of
the Constitution and the Statutes:
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*If you have snswered the foregoing question
in the affirmative then please answer the follow-
ing question No. (2).

*(2) In calculating the date from which the
two year period runs, should Octodber 18, 1946, be
considered as the starting point, or should seid
starting point be November 28, 10457

"(3) Can the Vernon schools be divorced from
municipal control at any time before the end of
tvo years from the date given in your answer to
question ¥o. (2)?

“(4) If you have answered question No. (3) in
the affirmative, p]oase cite the statutes and author-
ities to he f'0llowed."

It appears from the charter that the City of Vernon
has taken all necessary steps to acquire exclusive control of
its public free schools. By the amendments adopted on October
16, 1948, the City amended Article 6 of its charter to the ex-
tent that 1t authorized the City, ss an independent school dis-
trict, to 1esue negotiadble bonds f'or the erection, equipment,
repair and improvement of public free school bulldings, and the
acquisition of gites therefor. The City did not have this pover
before. It also amended Seotions 1 and 2 of Article 7 of its
charter in very material respects.

¥e think the amendwents to the charter adopted on
October 18, 1948, constitute such an amendment as comes with-
in the meaning of Section 6 of Article 11 of our Constitution,
and Article 1168 of our statutes, as sawme were construed by our
courts in the case of State v. City Comviggion of San Angelo,
101 8. ¥. (2) 360.

In calculating the date from which the two-year period
begins to rim, it 1s our opinion that October 18, 1048, 1g the
correct date. The election was held on the day the amendments
were voted on by the citizens.

In reply to your question No. 3, as stated above, it
appears that the City of Vernon, under its charter, hasg taken
all necossary steps to soquire exclusive control of the public
free gchoolg within its Jimits. This being true, the only
method by which the schools can he divorced from mmumicipal con-
.trol 1is by an amendment to its charter at an election held for
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said purpose. Under the authorities above cited, the charter
cannot again be amended prior to October 18, 1947.

VYery truly yours
ATTORREY GENERAL OF TEXAS

“/Mgle,r‘=4’17?ldﬂtft—*ﬂhﬁfﬂ

Geo. ¥. Barocus
Assistant




