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| A Joint County Junior College is autnoriszed by
Section 17 of Article 2815h in the following terms!

"Any . . . combination of contiguous
counties in the State, having a tsxable
property valuation of not less than Nine
¥illion Five Hundred Thousand (29,500,000.00)
Dollars, and having a scholastie popuiation
of not 10:3 than seven thousand (7,000) the
next prece schoel year, and not fewer than
four hundred (400) students in the last four
yesrs of the classified high echool or high
schools within the proposed territory during
the next preceding school yeer, may, by vote
of the qualified voters of the proposed terri-
tory, establish and maintsin a . , . joint
county Junior Collage.™ ' ' '

Section 22 of tinis act provides tﬁat:

. WALl taxes levied for a County or joint
County Junior College Bistrict shall be asseass-
od and ¢ollected in the manner provided in
Se¢ctions 7a and 7b and such Collector each =
month shall place such funds with the Treassurer
of such County or joint County College District."

Th§ Sections 7a and 7b quirrod to eontain the
following provisions: ' :

*See. 7&e The issessor snd Collector of

. sueh Junior College District shall assess the
taxes and collect the ssme in the manner now
provided by law for the ¢ollection of ad valerea
taxes b{ County Assessors and Collectors and
where there is not herein conteined any specific
provieion or direction as to how anything connect-
ed with the assessment and c¢collegtion of taxes
shell be done, then the provisions of the Generasl
law shall prevaill. The Board of Education of
seid District shall have the power, and is here-
by autiorired to appoint three reaident citisens
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of the said District to act as a Board of
Equalization t3 equalize tne velues of all

- property aubject to tsxation 1. said Listrict
and ssid Foard shall qualify in t.e ssme man-
ner gnd snall perforu tuae same duties sas is
sutnorized to be performed by the Hoard of
Equalization appointed by thae City Council of
Citlies snd towns incorporated under the Generrl
Laws of tuis State.

*All taxes provided for by tnie Aot sunall
become due anc payeble o.. the saxe date as tie
taxes in the Independent 3cheol uistriot pro-
vided the boundaries of the Junior College [is-
trict ers coterainus witin the lndependent School
Distriet. If the boundsries of the Junier
Gollege District are not coterwinus with the
Independent School Distriet, then the taxes of
said Dietrict shall become dus and payeble on

. the same date as 1s provided for taxes due to
State and County. OSaid taxes shall be and re-
.wain a first send prior lien upon all the land
and other property sgeainst waicn the same were
assssgsed, In case sucn tax saall becone delin-
quent there shall be added the same penalty and
the same siall draw interest at toe same rate
and fro. the same date as is provided in ¢ase of
taxes becoming delinquent to Independent School

Distriets under tne General Lsws." '

*Seac. 7be In lieu of tiue mznner of sasess~
ment and collection of taxes, &s provided in
Section 7a, the Board of Education of sush
Junior College District may provide for the
assesament, equalisation, and collection of
taxes in the owaner following, to wit!

"{a) If the boundaries of said Junior
Collese District shall be tne sawe or substan-
tially the saie, as that of an Inderendent bcenool
Distriet, having an Assessor and Jollector of
Taxes then such Diatrict may nave the taxes of
their District sssessed and collected by the
hasessor and Tollector f Taxes of such Indepen-
dent 3Sghool pistrict and hnove sucl taxes equalized
by tie Board of Equalization of such Independent
sehool District,
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#(b) where & ¢ity nas a&uswied control of
its schools and uses the Assessor and Collector
of Taxes appointed and paid by the eity is here-
by authorised to nave their texes assessed,
equalized, snd collected by tle same Hoard
that assesses, equ:lises, and collects city
taxss.

"{¢) The Board of Education of sueh Junior -
College Distriet, if they prefer to do 80, may
hrve tha taxes oi tneir vistrict assessed and
collected by the Assessor and Collector of
Gounty Taxes in tie County in w..lica said Lis-
trict shall be situated, o: collected only by
the Assessor and Collector of Couaty Taxes,
and in such event, such tsxes shall be asses ed
and collected by said County ofiicers, as the
case may be, and turned over tc the Tressurer
of the Junior College vistrict for which sucn
-taxes nave been collected. The property of
-such Listricts having their tsxes asssssed and
collected by the Assessor and Collector of
County Taxes shall not be assessed at a greaver
value than that assessed for County and State
purposes. If eaid texes are assessed by &
Special Assessor of the Junior College Distriet, .
or shall be assessed by thé Jpecial Asaessor
of the Independent School Iistrict in the manmner
above set out and are collected only by the
County Tax Collector, tne property of said
Pistrict nay be assessed at & preater or less
value tihan that assessed for sts=te and County
purposes a.ad the Assessor and Collector of
County Taxes in such cases shell accept. tie
rolle prepared by the Special Asseasor 4r by
the Assezsor of tiae I.:dependent Iichool Districst,
as tae case ey be, and approved by tne Board
of Bducatioa, as provided in tals Section.

When the Assessor snd vollector of County Taxes
is required to assess and collect the taxes ol
a Junior College uistrict, e snall receive tlie
sai.e percentage as for State and Uounty Taxes.®
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. These sections permnit the assessing and
.collecting of the Jjunior college district's texes by an
assegsor and gollector other than its own if:

(1) The boundaries of the juaior collere
distriot sre the same or substsntially the same as that
of an independent school district uaviay an s2ssesso: and
collector; or

(2) Tue dilstrict is locsted wituin a city
waich has assumed control of its sciools, rnd wiic.. izs
an assessor and collector of tsxes; or -

(3) Tae district is situat:d enstirely wit.uin
one gountye

The district you inquire sbuit does nst neet znd
comply with any one of the coaditions ,xuacribeu b; the
etatute. The law does not contewplate tuat suchi a diastrict
shall have more than oze assessor and collector as would be
necessary Aif the County Assessor and Cocllector of Uvalde
County performed taose functions for tiat part of tihe dige
triet located andé lying in Uvelde County. The law guards
Jealously the uniformity of distribution of tue tex burdeu
throughout each taxing unit, and if the properties of tiis
district inquired sbout were assessed by three difiereut -
‘assessors and equalized by three different bhoards of equal-~
ization poasibly operating on.-three difierent theories it
is highly unlikely thet there would restlt a great deal of
equality 1n assessuent.

: Iou are advised, tharefore, thst it ie tue opinion
of this department thet the County Assessor and Collector of
Uvalde County is not suthoriged to act as tie Assessor snd
Collector or taxes for thne Junior Collepe District in Uvalde
County ~nd consequently must decline to act in suci canacity.

- The validity of tné formation of the jJunior college

district in question is not before us and we are expressing
no opinion thereon.

Yours very truly
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