OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN :

GROVER SELLERS

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Hon, S. G. Garvey
County Auditor

Bexar County \
San Antenio, Texas

Dear Sir: ,
Opinion No. 0=-7539

Re: May the Commissioners! Court of
Bexar County establish a county
law library under the provisions:
of Articles 1697-1702, inclusive,
without taking into account the
provisions of Article 1702a-17?
And related questions.

Your letter of recent date requasting an opinion of this
department 1s in part as follows: :

‘n1l, Hay the Commissioners' Court of Bexar County
eatablish a county law library under the provisions of
Articles 1697-1702 inclusive, without taking into
account the provisions of irt. 1702 a-l?

"3, If so,_ffom what source are the funds appro-
priated to be provided?

#3, Is the method gset forth in Art, 1702 a-1 the
exclusive method under the law whereby the Commisslioners?
Court of Bexar County may establish and nmaintain a county
law Iibrary?™

articls 1697 provides:

74 county law library may be established at the
county seat by the commissioners court of amy county con-
taining a city of over 160,000 population accordirz to
the preceding Federal census.?

Article 1695 provides:

“The commissicnera court of any such county may
establish ond provide for the maintenance of such law
library on its owm initviative and appropriate therefor
the sum of $20,000.00 or such part thereof as it deems
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neeessary, and shall espronriste each (year) suc
as may bve neccssury Lo proverly maintaln and one
suchr library.®

Hection 2 of yirticle 1702z-1 »srovides:

"The Provisions of this Act may be adonted by zny
county in this state having five (5) or nmore Distrist
Courts, by the passase of 2 Recolution to that effact
vy the Jomalssionors Court of such county at a rosular
seasion thereof with all nembers of such Court present,?

According to the 1940 Federal census, Son Antonio had a popu~
lztion of 253,854 inheobitants, Therefore, Articles L697-1702, inclusive,
are apnpliceable to Bexar county,

Since Bexar County has five District Courts, to-wit: 37th,
Lk5%h, 57th, 73rd and Bexar County Criminal District Court, the Commis-
sioners?! Court may adopt the provislens of Article 1702a-1 as providec
by Section 2 of sald ict, ‘

Therefore, in answer to your first and third questions, it
is the opinion of this department that the Commissionerst ouxrt of
Jexar County may establlish a county law libraiy under the nrovisions
of Articles 1697-1702, inclusive. Article 17022~ is not an exclusive
metiiod to establish a county law library for Bexar County, bul nay
only be used upon a proper order of the Commissiecnera' Court adonting
the provisions of said Act. In answer to your second question, you
are advised thzt the establishment and maintenance of the county law
librorymust be paid out of monies appropriated by the Commisslonerst
Sourt out of the general fund az provided by Article 1694,

Very truly yours
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