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Honorable 3am Sellers, Opinion No, V~142

Penitentiary Committee,
House of Representatives, Re: 7Validity of House

Austin, Texas ' Bill Ne, 215 auth-
.- ' orizipg the Prison
-System to bid on
coatracts for priat-
ing, binding station-
ery and supplies of '
like character with
c | . the Board of Control,
Dear Sir: el ‘

You have requested an opinien from this of-
fice as to the validity of Heuse Bill No, 215,

Generally, the bill meets the constitutional
requirements of being limited to one subjeoct whioh is
expressed in its title, and of being sufficiently certsin
and definite it its temms. ,

3pecifically, Article XVI, Sectlion 21 of the

Constitution of Texas direcets that all printing and bind-
ing used by the various departments of the State "shall
be performed under contract to be glven to the lowest re-
.sponsible bidder, s s ¢ under sush regulatieas as shall
be preacribed by law," The constitutional provision very
clearly leaves it to the Legislature te prescribe who may
be "the lowest responsible bidder®™ within the comstitus

- tienal requirement, At present, Article 608, R.C.S3. pre-
acribes the methods to be used in the award of this type
of contract, and defines "the lowest reaponsible bidier"
a8 used in the Constitution as "responsible persens, firas,
corporations or associatioms."™ House Bill 215 is designed
to enlarge this definitien to include the State Prisen -
Board and, because such Beard 1B an agency of the State,
very properly exempts it from the present requirement of

- ~Article 608 that bidders on these contracts shall make
bond. - S ‘

It 42 the opiaion of this office that there
is no specific legal objection to the legislature author-
izing the Frison Beard t¢ bid om priusting contracts with
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the Board of Control as provided by the House Bill pre-

sented, Accordingly, you are advised that House Bill No,
215 would be valid if enacted.

SUMMARY

There 1s no legal objection to House
Bill No. 215, which authorizes the Prison
Board to bvid on contracts for State print-

ing and supplies. The billl would be valid
if enacted.

Ypurs very truly,
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ackson Littletorn

JL:wh Apaistant
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