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Dear Sirs

Your request for an opinion is as follows:

"The members of the Commissioners! Court
of DeWitt County, Texas &re eligible for a .
raise in salary under the provisions of Sec-
tion 'l of Article 2350, Vernon's Ann,Civ. St,
They have asked me to secure a ruling from
your office as to whether the provisions of
Article 3912g, Section 1, Vernon's Ann. Civ,
St., prohibit their granting such raise to
themselves without granting a proportionate
ralse to the remaining county officlals of
said county.

"Said last mentioned statute, after au-
thorizing a 25% reise for precinct, county -
and district officers, continues as follows,
'provided, however, the members of the Com-
missiqners Courtimay not ralse the salariles
of any of such Commissioners Court under the
terms of this Act without sraising the salary

re g county officials in like
proportiont,

"Section 5 of said Article reads, ‘The
provisions of this Aet shall be cumulative of
all other laws pertaining to salaries of
county and precinct officers and thelr depu~
ties and assistants?,

“It 15 my opinion that so long as their
raise 18 granted under the provisions of Ar-
ticle 2350, and not under Article 3912g, they
would not be required to give the other offi-
cers proportionate raises, nor would they be
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required to publish thelr lntentions as pro-
vided in Sectlon 4 of Article 3912g. However,
they have requested that I secure an opinion
from you, and I would, theréfore, appreclate
a reply at your convenience."”

- In 1949 DeWitt County had a tax valuation of

18 758,825.00 according to the last appr ved tax rolls

19&8 tax rolls) and has a tex valuation in 1950 of
0,848,175.00 according to the last approved tax rolls
59 tax rolls),

Article 2350, V.C.S., provides in part as fol-
lows:e

"In counties having the followlng assess-
ed valuations, respectively, as shown by the
total assessed valuations of all properties
certified by the county assessor and approved
by the Commissioners Court, for county purpos-
es, for the previous year, from time to time,
the County Commissioners of such counties
shall each receive annual salaries not to &x-
ceed the amounts herein specified, sald sala=-
ries to be paid in equal monthly lnstalments,
at least one-half S% , &nd not exceeding
three-fourths (3/4), out of the Road and Bridge
Fund, and the remainder out of the General
Fund of the County; sald assessed valuations
and salaries applicable thereto being as fol-
lows:

L

[ 3 L] L]

'“$12 ooc 001 and less than 20,000, ooo not to
exceed $2 500,00

"$20,000,001 and less than 30 ooo 000 not to
exceed $3 000.00"

Since the tax valuation of DeWitt County has
increased from $18,758,825.00 to $20,848,175.00 the
Commissioners' Court 1s authorized under the provislons
of Article 2350 to set the salarles of the County Com-
missioners at any sum not to exceed $3,000.00 a year.

Section 1 of Article 3912g, V.C.S. (S.B. 92,
Acts 51st Leg., R.S. 1949, Ch. 320, p. 601) providess
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“The Commissicners Court in each county
of this State 1s hereby authorized, when in
their judgment the financial condition of the
county and the needs of the officer justify

. the increase, to enter an order lncreasing
the compensation of the precinct, county and
district officers, or elther of them, in an
additional amount not to exceed twenty-five
(25%) per cent of the sum allowed under the
law for the fiscal year of 1948, whether

paid on fee or salary basis; provided, howev-
er, the members of the CommissIoners éou:f

r
WAY not ralse Lhe salaries of any of such
thssIonors Court under the Lerms of Lhis

- Ket_without ralsing the salary of the re?'fn-
: county oifliclals 1n e_proportion.
asis adde . .

-

The requirement “that the Commissioners Court
may not raise the salarles of any of such Coamissioners
Court under the terms of this Act without ralsing the
salary of the remaining county officlals in like propor-
tion" applies only to the increase suthorized in-Article
3912g and does not apply to the increase in salaries wn-
der the provisions of Article 2350 due to the increase
in tax valuation in DeWitt County.

We agree with the conclusion reached by you in
your brief‘ and you are therefore advised that the Com-
missioners?' Court of DeWitt County may set the salaries
of the members of thée Commissioners'! Court at any sum

" not to exceed $3,000.00 per annum without granting rais-

e8 to the other county officials.
SUMMARY

The Commissioners?! Court of DeWitt Coun-
ty may set the salaries of the members of the
Commissioners! Court under the provisions of
Article 2350, V,C.8,, at any sum not to exceed

3,000,00 due to the increase in tax valua-
ion for DeWitt County without rals the sal-
aries of the remaining county officials, The
requirement for similar ralses to other county
officials 1s contained in an entirely different
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salary act, Art, 3912g, which 13 not applica-
ble to salary increases under Article 2350,

Yours very truly,

PRICE DANIEL
APPROVED: Attorney General
J. C. Davis, Jr.
County Affairs Division e
Charles D, Mathews dﬁjgﬁii;n Reeves'
Executive Assistant Asslstant
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