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Hon. Qlenn E. Garrett 
Executive Director 
Qood Neighbor Commlaalon of Texas 
Austin, Texas 

Letter Opinion No. MS-237 

Re: Dlapoaltlon of unexpended 
balances of monies donated 
to the Good Neighbor Com- 
mlaalon of Texas. 

Dear Mr. Garrett: 

Your opinion request dated August 16, 1955 
recltea,ln part, as follows: 

'Supplement to House Journal, In 
providing the text of H.B. 140, 54th Legla- 
lature, on page 88 [Ch. 519, Acts of the 
54th Legislature, page 1447 -- General 
Appropriation Bill], contains the follow- 
lng: 

'Any bequests and gifts of money 
made to the Qood Neighbor Com- 
mission are hereby'approprlated 
for use by the Commlaalon for such 
purposes as the grantors of such 
bequests and gifts may specify; 
provided, however, that all such 
moneys shall be deposited In the 
State Treasury, and shall be ex- 
pended In accordance with the pro- 
visions of this Act.' 

If such monies are deposited under the kirma 
of this provision and If 3 balance remains 
unspent on August 31, 1957, does such balance 
lapse Into the General Fund?" 

The Qood Neighbor Commlaalon of Texas was created as a 
permanent Commission by an Act of the 50th Legislature, 
codified as Article 4101-2, Vernon's Civil Statutes. 
Section 4 (h) of said statute reads as follows: 
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“[The Commlaalon shall have power:] 
To receive and extend In payment of 

salaries and necessary expenses any funds 
donated to It. Such funds, when received 
by the Commlaalori~ahall~~be deposited with 
the State Treaaurer~and shall be placed to 
the credit of a special account to be' known 
as 'Good Neighbor Commission of Texas Fund.' 
Expenditures from such Fund shall be only 
to defray the aalarlea or other necessary 
expenses of the Commlaalon.n 

~ 

It la the opinion of this office that the un- 
expended balance of monies donated to the Commission, de- 
posited In the Good.Nelghbor Commission of Texas Fund, 
does not lapse into the General Fund at the end of the 
biennium: ',, ,~I ,;. 

The above quqted Secilon 4(h) does not require 
the unexpended monies $pbe deposited Into the General 
Fund where they will no longer be subject to the pur- 
poses Qf the Good Neighbor Commlaalon. The General Ap- 
propriation Bill of the 54th Le 

t 
lalature 
47) 

(Ch. 519, Acts 
of the 54th Legislature, page,1 does not provide 
that the unexpended balance shall be transferpd,to the 
General Revenue Fund. If It did contain such a provl- 
alon, the provisionwould be,ln conflict with the general 
law creatlng.the oood,Nelghbor Commission Fund and would 
be void, alnce:.a rider lp an appropriation act cannot 
amend, modify or repeal eneral.law. 
V-412 (1947), V-1254~ 

a, 
f: 

Att!y.Qen. Opa. 
(1951 .,~ and V-1304 (1951). 

Yours very truly, 

,;' .JQHN BEN SHEPPERD 
Attorney General of Texas 
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