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County Attorney

Mitchell County - Re: Authority of the commis-
Colorado City, Texas gioners' cour' to purchase

an automobile for the
sheriff withour advertis-
Dear Sir: ing for comperltive bids.

You have requested an opinion on the follow-
ing question:

"Can the County Commissioner's Court
of Mitchell County purchase an #@u omoblle
for the use of the Sheriff's Derz» ment
without purchasin% gald automobile on
competitive bids?

Article 6877-1, Vernon's Civii Srtatutes, author-
izes the commissioners' court to furnish the sheriff an
automobile. Att'y Gen. Op. V-472 (1948).

Article 2368a, Vernon's Civil Statutes, re-
quires that all contracts made by a coun ¥y must be by
competitive bids 1f the expenditure a=ncunurs to Two
Thousand ($2,000) Dollars or more. At~ !'r Gen. Op. V-600
(1948). We kmow of no provision exemp+ing purchase of
automobliles from 1ts provisions. Therefore, you are
advised that the commissioconers' court 5© Mitchell County
must purchase the automoblle 1n questi.n by competitive
bid if the contemplated expenditure an.' '8 to Two
Thousand ($2,000) Dollars or more.

SUMMARY

When purchasing an automobile '. be
used by the sheriff in the exercise of his
official dutiea, the commissioners' court
18 required by the provisions of .urricle
2368a, Vernon's Civil Statutes, r. nurchase
the automoblle on competitive bids 1f the
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contemplated expenditure amounts to Two
Thousand ($2,000) Dollars or more.

Yours very truly,
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