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Commisaslioner

State Department of Re: Is the State Department of

Public Welfare Public Welfare authorized

Austin, Texas to make the necessary re-
pairs and renovations to
office space allocated to
the Department rent-free
by & munieipality or county
and to expend appropriated

Dear Mr, Winters: funds therefonr?

Your request for &an opinion reads as follows:

"We request your opinion as to whether this
Department 1s authorized to make necessary repalrs
and renovations to offlce space allocated to the
Department rent-free by a municipallty or county
and to expend appropriated funds therefor, Such
space or bullding being owned by such municipality
or county.

"The Department 18 of the oplnion that 1t 1s
authorized to make such necessary repalrs and reno-
vations pursuant to the authorlty contalned 1n
Subsection (7), Sectlion U of Article 695c of Ver-
non's Texas Civil Statutes, Section 39 of Article
695¢, Vernon's Civil Statutes, Items 58 and 87 of
the appropriation to the Department contalned in
House Bill 133, Acts of the 55th Leglslature.

"Pursuant to Article 695c¢, this Department has
entered into various agreements whereby space 1s
allccated to the Department rent-free and the
Department makes certain necessary repairs and
renovations. Such repalrs to include but not limit-
ed to palnting walls, repalring floors, furnishing
removable partltilons and flxtures, etc. Whenever
it 18 necessary to use non-expendable 1tems (such
as partitions and fixtures) in making the repairs
and renovations, such items remain the property of
the State and 1s carrlied on the inventory of the
Department."
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Subdivisions 5 and 7 of Section 4 of Article 695¢,
Vernon's Clvil Statutes provide in part:

"(5) Asslst other departments, agencles and
instltutlions of the local State and Federal Govern-
ments, when so requested and cooperate with such
agenclies when expedient, in performling services 1n
conformity with the purposes of this Act;

"(7) Establish and provide such method of
local adminlstration as l1ls deemed advisable, and
provide such personnel as may be found necessary
for carrying out in an economical way the adminis-
tration of this Act; . . .

Sectlon 39 of Article 695¢, Vernon's Clvil Statutes,
provides:

"Sec. 39. No provision of this Act 1s in-
tended to release the counties and municipalities
in this State from the specific responsibility
which is currently borne by those counties and
munlcipallities in support of public welfare, chilld
welfare, and relief services. Such funds which
may hereafter be appropriated by the countles and
municipalities for those services may be adminis-
tered through the county or distrlct offlces of the
State Department, and 1f so administered, shall be
devoted excluslvely to the services in the county
or municipality making such approprilation.’

Pursuant to the above quoted provisions, it is the
duty of the Department of Public Welfare to cooperate with
the municipallities and counties of this State in carrying out
the program provided for 1n Title 20A of the Revlsed Civil
Statutes of Texas, 1925.

Items 58 and 87 of the appropriation to the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare contained in House Blll 133, Acts of
the 55th Legislature, Chapter 385, provide:

"For the Years Ending
August 31, August 31,
1958 1959

"58. Rent, bond premiums,
postage, telephone and
telegraph, frelght, ex-
press, drayage, stationery,
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printed forms, offlce sup-

plies;, equipment, repalrs,
examining fees, medical ser-
vices, malntenance and mis-
cellanecus and contingent
expenges (Includes Merit

System . . . . .. .. .. $ 188,895 ¢ 188,895"

"87. Provided that . in
addition to the appropriated
state funds for Child Wel-
fare Services, asslstance
payments and administrative
expenses for the blennium,
.the State Department of
Public Welfare 1s authorized °
to accept from the Federal
Government any funds that

may be allocated by sald
Government to the State
Department of. Public Welfare
for Chilad Welfare Services,
assistance and adminintration;
and sald Department can use
such Federal Funds allocated
Tor Chlld Welfare 3Services,
asslstance payments and admin-
istrative expenses in addl-
tion to funds appropriated
for those purposes out of
State Funds, estimated to be $93,353,121 $93,353,121"

In view of the provisions of Article 695c, the State
Department of Public Welfare 1s authorized to enter into agree-
ments wlith municlpalities and countles for the purposes of
carrying out the Welfare Program. It is, therefore, our opinion
that the Department of Public Welfare 18 authorized to make
necessary repalrs or renovation to office space allocated to
the Department by a munileipality or county as cutlined in the
request, and to expend appropriated moneys for such purposes.

SUMMARY

The State Department of Public Welfare 1is
authorized to make necessary repalrs or
renovation to office mspace allocated to
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the Department rent-free by a municlpality
or county, and to expend appropriated
funds therefor.

Yours very truly,

WILL WILSON
Attorney General of Texas

7t .
John Reeves
Agsistant
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