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State Board of Control Re: Valildity of wvouchers for
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Austin, Texas and drugs to be furnlished
patlients at a State hospi-

Dear Mr. Burke: tal while on furlough.

You have requested our oplnlon concerning the
validity of wvouchers for the payment of drugs furnished
patients at Terrell 3tate Hospltal while on furlough.

The facts surrounding these purchases, as re-
vealed in the letter attached to your request from the Busi-
ness Manager of the Terrell State Hospital, may be summar-
ized as fcllows:

The drugs purchased are for the purpose of furnish-
ing patients at the Terrell State Hospltal who are on fur-
lough, thereby enabling them to remaln on furlough for longer
periods of time. The patlents reimburse the State for these
drugs. The vouchers have been approved by the Business Mana-
ger of the Terrell State Hospital and the Board for Texas
State Hospitals and Speclal Schools,.

Article 31G6a, Vernon's Civil Statutes, requires
non-indigent patlents to be maintalned at the expense of the
State in the firast instance, "but in such cases the State
shall have the right to be reimbursed for the support, main-
tenance and treatment of such patients," It 1s our opinion
that the furnishing of the patlent with the drugs constltutes
a part of the treatment of the patient and 1ls therefore the
purchase of necessary suppllies for the hospltal.

You are therefore advised that the vouchers presented
with your request should be processed for payment as the same
constitute purchases of necessary supplies for the proper treat-
ment of patients at the Terrell State Hospltal,

In view of the foregoing 1t 1s unnecessary for us to
answer your guestions categorically.
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SUMMARY

Drugs furnlshed at a State hospiltal
while patients are on furlough con-
stitute a part of the treatment of
patients at the hospital and may
therefore be purchased by the State
as necessary supplles.

Yours very truly,

WILL WILSON
Attorney General of Texas
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