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Honorable M, T. Harrington

Chancellor, Texas A & M. College

Syatem

College Statlion, Texas Opinion No. Ww-1087 .

Re: Whether the clerical error
in issuing and paying a
warrant from A & M College
Current Fund No. 242,
instead of issuing and pay-
ing a warrant from the
College's General Revenue
Appropriation No. 0-17252,
may be corrected by boock
Dear Dr. Harringbton: entry or some other means?

Your request for an opinion reads as follows:

"We should appreciate your opinion on the
facts stated hereinafter as they relate to the
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas.

"For the fiscal year 1959-60 General Revenue
Appropriation No. 0-17252 for $125,000 was avail-
able for Speclal Departmental Teaching Equipment.
At August 31, 1960, this fund was encumbered but
partially unexpended. These encumbrances at
August 31, 1960 were paid after September 1,1960;
however, the vouchers (claims) submitted to the
State Comptroller were erronecusly coded in the
A. & M. College Fiscal Office and, as a result,
the State Comptroller issued warrants in payment
thereof from A. & M. College Current Fund No. 242
(Local Funds in State Treasury) instead of from
General Revenue Appropriation No. 0-172562,

"In the light of Attorney General's Opinion
No. WW-991A (1961) may the State Comptroller

"1. Correct by book entry, or some other
means, the clerical error of the A.& M.
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College Filscal Office by charging General
Revenue Appropriation No. 0-17252 with the
warrants drawn on A. & M. College Current
Fund No. 242 and giving credit to this last
named fund?

"2, In the alternative, issue a warrant on Gen-
eral Revenue Appropriation No. 0-17252 for
relmbursement to A. & M. College Current
Fund No. 2429?"

The Board of Directors of the Agricultural and Mechani-
cal College directed A & M College Fiscal Office to pay the
claims involved in your request out of General Revenue Ap-
propriation No. 0-17252 and 1t was the intent of the A & M
College Fiscal Office to pay the involved vouchers out of
the General Revenue Appropriation rather than A & M College
Fund No. 242,

In view of the foregoing facts concerning which there
is no dilsagreement between the officlals at the Agricultural
and Mechanical College or the Comptroller's office, it is our
opinion that the clerical error is of the type governed by
Attorney General's Opinion WW-991A (1961).

In Attorney General's Oplinion WW-G91lA, it is stated:

"As was pointed out in Attorney General's
Opinion 0-4365A (1942), 'the correction of
erroneous book entries as between accounts in
the Treasury has consistently been made by the
State's accounting officers over a long period
of years with the approval and upon the advice of
the varlous State auditors.' Consequently, the
Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Treasurer
are authorized to correct the book entries in
the instant case without specific direction from
the Legislature.

"Therefore, you are advised to follow the
holding in Attorney General's Opinion 0-4365A
(1942) relative to the correction in the above
accounts, and to disregard our holding in
Opinion WW-9391l (1961) insofar as it states
that an Act of the lLegislature will be re-
quired to correct the errors. Also, Opinion
WW-G91 is hereby modified so that the Comp-
troller of Public Accounts and the Treasurer
are authorized to correct the book entries
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a8 between the Special Mineral Fund of the
Texas Department of Corrections and the
General Revenue Pund 30 that the Speclal
Mineral Fund will recelve the amount of
money that the leglslature has already
allocated and appropriated to it."

You are therefore advised that the Comptroller of
Public Accounts is authorized to correct the clerical error
of the Fiscal Offlce of the Agricultural and Mechanical College
of Texas by charging (General Revenue Appropriation No. 0-17252
with warrants drawn on A & M College Current Fund No. 242
and giving credit to A & M College Current Fund No. 242,

SUMMARY

The Comptroller of Public Accounts
1s authorized to correct the book
entries as between General Revenue
Appropriatlion No. 0-172h2 and A & M
College Current Fund No., 242,

Yours very truly,

WILL WILSON
Attorney General of TexXxas
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