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Honorable H. R. Nleman, Jr. Oplinlon No. WW-1120
Executlve Director

State Building Commission Re: Authority of the State
State Office Bullding Building Commission to
Austin 1, Texas ' obtaln services and

enter into contracts
with other State
Dear Mr. Nieman: Agencles.

You have requested an opinion as to the legal
authorlity of the State Bullding Commlssion to obtailn
servlices and enter into contracts with other State
Agencles or Departments of State Government regardless
of the approval of any other State Agency.

The factual background of thls request is

as follows: The Comptroller of Public Accounts returned

a State of Texas Purchase Voucher submitted to it by
the Staté Bullding Commisslon, and requested that such
purchase voucher be approved by the Board of Control.
The payee under thls purchase voucher was the Texas
Highway Department, and the services rendered to the
State Bullding Commission by the Texas Hlghway Depart-
ment were for soll testing and analyses for the State
Building Commisslion in the Capitol Area Expanslon Plan
Program and for coples of logs and tabulatlion data

pertinent thereto. The charges for such services amounted

to $435.00. These services were rendered by the Texas
Highway Department pursuant to a contract previously
entered into by and between the State Bullding Commis-
slon and the Texas Highway Department. The purchase
voucher contained upon it, as authority for such
contract and the payment for the services rendered, a
reference to Section 5 of Senate B11ll 134, Acts 54th
Legislature, Regular Session, such bill belng codifled
as Article 678m, Vernon's Civil Statutes.

Section 5 of Article 678m, Vernon's Civil
Statutes provices that:

"The Commission 1s authorized
to take any action and enter into any
contracts necessary to provide for the
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Statutes,

obtaining of sites and the planning,
Q«L;m_g _gp_q gonatmct:_\,on of the

and memorlals provided for
by Section 51-b, Article III of the
Constitution, and the Commission is
also authorized to take any action
angd enter into any gontracts to obtain
sltes which 1t deenms necessary v in

‘order to pr provide for the orderly

future development of the State Build-
ing Program which 1s contemplated by
this Act, insofar as approprlations

permit. . . . the Commission may c¢all
upon the Texas Highway Department to
make appropriate tests and analyses
the natural materials at the gite
each bullding constructed . . .

to insure that foundations of sald
bulldings will be adequate for the
life of the buildings." (Emphasis
added)

of
of

Section 8 of Article 678m, Vernon's Civil
provides that:

"The Commission shall have the
authority to call on any Department
of State Government to assist it in
cargxing out the dutles of the Com-
migsion. And particularly, it shall
be the duty of the Board of Control
to do and perform such acts and func~
tions in connection with this Act as
the Commiesion may direct; and to that
end any portlion of the money appro-
priated to the Commisslon may be
allocated by the Commlission to the
Board of Control and expended by 1t
under the direction of the Commission
in carrying out the provisions of this
Act." (Emphasis added)

The above quoted provisions of Article 678m

would constitute sufficient authority for the State
Bullding Commission to obtaln the services of and enter
into contracts with other state agencies. In Attorney
General's Opinion No. WW-349 (1958), this office held,

in passing upon the valldity of a proposed contract
between the State Building Commission and the Texas State
Historical Survey Committee 1n which the Texas State
Historical Survey Committee was to provide certailn
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services for the State Buildlng Commlssion, that there
was authority for such contract under the provisions of
Article 678m.

The provisions set forth in Article 678m do
not designate as a requirement that such contracts be
approved by the Board of Control. Consequently, we are
of the opinion that contracts pursuant to Article 678m
are not regquired to be approved by the Board of Control.

SUMMARY

Contracts entered into by the
State Bullding Commisslion with
other State Agencles pursuant to
the provisions of Article 678m
do not requlire the approval of
the Board of Control.

Yours very truly,

WILL WILSON
Attorney General of Texas

PB:1gh By ?M— R

Pat Balley
Assistant
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