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Dear Mr. Resweber:

You have requested our opinion concerning the proper newspapers
for publication of official notices in Harris County. Your question is whether
advertisements for bids may be published in weekly newspapers or only in daily
newspapers.

Article 1659a, V.T.C.S., as amended by Acts 1975, 64th. Leg., ch.
422,p.1120 applies to counties of over 800, 000 population and requires supplies
to be purchased on competitive bids where the total expenditure exceeds $2, 000. 00.
Advertisements for bids must be made "in a daily newspaper published and cir-
culated in the county. "

Article 29a, V,T.C.S., which is applicable to publications in general,
provides that publication may be in a newspaper as defined in article 28a, V.T.C. 8.
. This definition would include weekly newspapers. Thus the general publication
statute would allow advertisements.to be published in a weekly newspaper, whereas
article 1659a would require the use of a daily newspaper.

In our opinion article 1659a controls the advertisement of bids for
supphes costing more than $2, 000. 00 in counties of over 800, 000 population.
It is well established that a special provision is to be coustrued as an exception to
a general provision where the two are in conflict. 53 Tex. Jur. 2d, Statutes,
§ 161 and authorities cited therein, Since article 165%9a is of more specialized
application than articles 28a and 29a, it must control in circumstances within its
terms. ' j

SUMMARY

Advertisements for bids for supplies costing
more than $2, 000. 00 in counties of over 800, 000
population must be published in accordance with
article 1659a, which requires publication in'a daily

newspaper.
JOHN LY HILL

Attorney General of Texas ' j.
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