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P. 0, Box 730 Re: Whether a vehicle with a valid
Gilmer, Texas 75044 Dealer's Temporary Cardboard Tags

must have properly operating tail
and brake lights

Dear Mr. Holt:

You request our opinion regarding the following: 1Is a vehicle
with a valid Desler's Temporary Cardboard Tag, as authorized by
article 6686(a)(4), V.T.C.S., required to have properly operating tail
lights and brake lights as required by sections 111 and 118 of article
6701d, V.T.C,S.

Article 6686(a)(4) provides:

(4) Dealer’'s Temporary Cardboard Tags. Each
dealer tolding a current distinguishing number may
issue temporary cardboard tags, which may only be
used by such dealer or his employees for the
following purposes:

(a) to demonstrate or cause to be demomstrated
hig unregistered vehicles to prospective buyers
only for the purpose of sale; provided, however,
that no provision of this Act shall be construed
to prohlbit a dealer from permitting a prospective
buyer to operate such vehicles in the course of
demounstration.

(b) to convey or cause to be conveyed his
unregistered vehicles from the dealer's place of
business in one part of the State to his place of
bueiness in another part of the State, or from his
place ¢f business to & place to be repaired, re-
conditioned, or serviced, or from the point 1in
this State where such vehicles are unloaded to his
place of business, including the moving of such
vehicles from the State line to his place of
business, or to convey such vehicles from one
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dealer's place >f business to another dealer's
place of businest or from the point of purchase of
such vehicles by the dealer to the dealer's place
of business, or for the purpose of road testing,
and such vehicles dieplaying such tags while being
80 conveyed shall be exempt from the mechanical
inspection requirements of Sections 140 and 141 of
the Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways.

Such tags sha’l not be used to operate vehicles
for the personal use of a dealer or his employees.
Whenever a dealer sells an unregistered vehicle to
a retail purchaser, 1t shall be such dealer's
Tesponsibility to display the Buyer's Temporary
Cardboard Tag thereon pursuant to Subsection (3)
of this Act. The specifications, form, and color
of such dealer's cardboard tags shall be pre-
scribed by the Dapartment. (Ewmphasie added).

This provision specifically exempts any motor vehicle bearing a
dealer's temporary cardbosrd tags from the compulsory imspection
requirements of the Uniform Act regulating traffic on highways. See
V.T.C.S. art. 6701d, §§140, 141. Thus, these vehicles are not
required to display a valid certificate of inspection. See V.T.C.S.
art, 67014, §140, However, we do not believe that this exemption
would allow the owner of <he vehicle displaying the Dealer Temporary
Cardboard Tag to circumvert the requirements of sections 111 and 118
of article 67014, V.T.C.S.

The provision exempti vehicles having such temporary tags from
the requirements of article 670ld, sections 140-141. It does not
exempt them from the requirements of sections 111 and 118. Thus, such
vehicles must comply with the requirements of sections 111 and 118.

SUMMARY

A vehicle operated with a valid Dealer's
Temporary Cardboard Tag, as authorized by article
6686(a)(4), V.T...S., is required to have properly
operating tail lights and brake lights as required
by sections 111 and 1i8 of article 6701d, V.T.C.S.

Veryjtruly yourp,

AANA,

JIM MATTOX
Attorney General of Texas
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