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Dear Mr. Brown: 

YouaskthisofficetoclarifyLetterOpinionNo.%-090,ia~~weruladthata 
raemist who was on active duty during the Persian Gulf War and who has been honorably 
separated from active duty is eligible for the exemption from dues, foes, and charges at an . . . 
mshtuhon of higher karning accorded by section 54.203(a) of the Education Code. You 
note that the Higher Education Coonhnating Board, which requested Letter Opinion No. 
96-090, has taken the view that it applies only to Persian Gulf War veterans, to whom 
section %203(a)(4)@) applies, rather thsn to the other classes of vetersns enumerated in 
sections 54.203(@(4)(A), (B), (C), (D), or (F). You ash ifthis restrictive view is correct. 

In our view, it is not. While the question answered by Letter Opinion No. 96-090 
dirwtly concerned Persian Gulf War veterans, nothing in the reasoning of the opinion 
turns on this fact. The opinion construes the meening of the term “dischargedn in section 
54.203(a)(4). language that is applicable to sh classes of veterans that follow in the 
subsequent subsections. Indeed, the precedent on which we relied, Attorney General 
Opinion O-7021 (1946), concerned the treatment of veterans of the Second World War. 
The reasoning of Letter Opinion No. 96-090 applies to all veterans enumerated by section 
54.203(a)(4), and all such veterans are entitled to the same treatment. All veterans 
honorably separated from active duty during the periods enumerated in section 
54.203(a)(4), and not only those who fag under section 54.203(a)(4)(E), are eligible, 
supposing th9 satisfy the other requirements of the section, for its examption from the 
payment of dues, fees, and charges at an institution of higher education. 
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SUMMARY 

All veterans honorably separated from active duty during the 
periods enumerated in section 54.203(a)(4) of the Education Code, 
and not only those who fall under section 54.203(a)(4)@), are 
eligible, supposing they satisfy the other requirements of the section, 
for its exemption from the payment of dues, fees, and charges at an 
institution of higher education. 

YoursvelytNly, 

James E. Tourtelott 
-t Attorney Gewral 
Opiion committee 


