
KE PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 01' TEXAS 

May 12, 2020 

via E-mail ( n wolff@bexar.org; mayor ronnirenberg@sanantonio.gov) 

Judge Nelson Wolff 
Bexar County Judge 
8130 Inner Circle 
San Antonio, TX 78235 

Mayor Ron Nirenberg 
City of San Antonio 
P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio, TX 78283 

Dear Judge Wolff and Mayor Nirenberg: 

It has come to our attention that Bexar County and the City of San Antonio have issued local public 
health orders that exceed the county's and city's lawful authority and that are likely to confuse 
residents. This letter identifies some of the concerns with your recent orders. We trust you will 
act quickly to correct these mistakes to avoid further confusion and litigation challenging these 
unconstitutional and unlawful restrictions. 

Houses of Worship 

Executive Order GA-21 recognizes that "religious services conducted in churches, congregations, 
and houses of worship" are essential services. 1 The governor's order further recommends that 
religious services "be conducted in accordance with the joint guidance issued and updated by the 
attorney general and governor."2 Enclosed is a copy of the joint guidance for houses of worship.3 

Importantly, nothing in the governor's order or the joint guidance mandates how religious services 
should be conducted. 

1 Exec. Order GA-21 at 3 (May 5, 2020). 
2 Id. at 5. 
3 Guidance for Houses of Worship During the COVID-19 Crisis, https://www.texasattomeygeneral.gov/sites/default/ 
files/images/admin/2020/Press/Third%20Revised%20AG%20Guidance%20for%20Houses%20ot%20Worship%20 
During%20the%20COVID-l 9%20Crisis%20-%20Final.pdf. 

This joint guidance identifies that the recommendations provided to houses of worship for religious services are just 
that-recommendations-and are the least restrictive means of serving a compelling government interest to protect 
public health. Id. at 5. 
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