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Dear Chairman Glick and fellow Commissioners, 

We, the undersigned Attorneys General of 19 States, provide the following comment 
in response to questions raised by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) at its 
recent Technical Conference on Greenhouse Gas Mitigation. At this conference (and as reiterated 
in the Federal Register, 66292 (November 22, 2021)), questions were raised concerning "methods 
natural gas companies may use to mitigate the effects of direct and indirect greenhouse gas 
emissions resulting from Natural Gas Act sections 3 and 7 authorizations." Commissioner James 
Danly raised perhaps the most important question-whether FERC has legal authority to 
condition greenhouse gas mitigation measures under its licensing authority. Included in that 
critical question is whether FERC's authority to approve or deny an application under 15 U.S.C. § 

717b 1 may be extended to a lifetime of permitting, monitoring, renegotiating, and coercion. We 
believe the answer to both is no. 

At the outset, we fundamentally reject FERC framing its request by assuming it may expand 
its own statutory authority. The Commission jumps ahead by asking "how" applicants can mitigate 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions and what is the appropriate level of mitigation for projects 
without first establishing a sufficient legal basis for creating a regulatory scheme that would 
potentially last for decades and impose exorbitant costs on suppliers and consumers of one of our 
nation's key energy sources.2 At the November 19 conference, FERC's published agenda 
succinctly contrasting its 
1 (e) LNG te1minals

(I) The Commission shall have the exclusive authority to approve or deny an application for the siting,

construction, expansion, or operation of an LNG terminal. Except as specifically provided in this chapter,
nothing in this chapter is intended to affect otherwise applicable law related to any Federal agency's authorities
or responsibilities related to LNG terminals. ( emphasis added). 15 U.S.C. § 717b.

2 In its entirety, the questions posed by FERC and not referenced elsewhere in this comment are as follows: 
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