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Your reoent opininn r uea/ repds as follovs:

“Flease adviss 1!1\\gant'w en has the right
to search any ong-ar any tiing fLor enythiaog other
then that concerning’the game lhys. As an sxample,

has a CQame Warde he\rlght‘\p arch a psrson aad
ascertain 1 n as-Qi: raft beg}étration card.”

The G ish & t Counisaion, and its depu-
ties, which are ¢ nly rer red to as "gama wardens" ere
public © tita:s of e or exas and as such the lew
has pl¢ thsu 1 duty to “enforce the stat-
utes ar ate for he otoetion snd preservation of

vil c;. birds.™. . ." Article 906, Vernoan's An-
not3;;§ nal {f Texas. While these officers have not
been legally end ved vith the general authority of the ordinary
peace O{fider 1g-this State, they have been given substantial
enforcemspt powers Aithin their ovn enforcement ficld. We
note that they mpy arm themselves in the official discharge
of their dubics”end that they may ssrve criminsl process in
cases of vinlations of the zeme lavs vith the semes authority
as the sheriff. /rticles 483 and 905, V.A.P.C. Also, they
“mgy arrest wvithout a warrant say person found by them in the
act »f violeting any of the lawa for the grotecclon enc @ opo-
getion of gzeme, wild birds or fish. . . . frticle 905,
V.EP.Co “urtnermore, a ﬁams wardeu may sesrch a "game bag
or other recegtacle any buggy, uagon, sutomobile, or
other vehicle vithouc a warrant vhea he "has reasm to sus-~
pect® thet Lt "may contain game unlawfully killed or teken."”
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Artizles 397 and 9236, V.A.P.C. Furthermore, a gaeme warcen
i3 expovered to "enter upoa any lands or water vhere wild
game or fish are kaown to range or stray fop the purpose ot
suforcing the geme and fish laws of this 3tate. . . .

We are not seeking to enumerste all enforcement
pcver: of the Game, Pish & Oystar Commiasion nor its deputies
but it 1s sufficient to say that they are numsrous aand as
general proposition, we think the official acts of such or-
ficers must concera or be directed toward the enforcement of
the game and fish lava. Ve feil to find any authority for
search by gems wardeu unless it is in some wey pertineat to
the laws he i3 charged vith enforcing. Thus, ¥we do not see
vhet right a game wvarden would have to search a person sole-
ly for the purpose of ascertainiag if he possessed a drafs
card where no gams law violatiocn or suspected violation vas
involved., BHovever, we 40 aot vish to be uncderstodd as hold-
ing that ths seerch of 3 person and the examinaticn of his
personel effects by a gzame warden would in no event be varrant-
ed by lav. It 1a a well recognizsé principle of law in Texas
that where & person has been legally warreated, a search of his
person and personal effects without s warrant is permitted as
an incident of ths arrest. 3Jes 3 Texas Jurisprudence 730;

51 A.L.R. h24; Hawley v. State, 296 3.W. 556; Rutherford v,
3tate, 121 3. w. (2&) 342; Herrick v. itate, 187 3.W. (24) 743.

It is our siacere hope that this opinion will prove
to be of acme agssaistence to you.
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