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ABustin, Texas Re: Payment of court
‘ costs by the Depart-
Desr Colonel Speir: ment of Public Safety

Your have reguested an opinion concerning whether
3 bill received from the County Clerk of Val Verde Cqﬁnty
3ssessing $21.50 court costs against the State of Texas in
Cause No. 2545. Georgia Miers Paul v. Texas Department of
Public Safety, may be paid by the Department from its
current appropriation.

Section 6 of Article VIII of the Constitution of
Texas provides trat no money shall be drawn from the
treasury but in pursuance of specific appropriations made
by law. Pickle v, Finley, 91 Tex. 484, 44 S.W. 480 (1898)..
In Attorrey General Opinion V-554 (1948), the provisions
of the General Appropriations Act of the 50th Legislature.
"Raguiar Session, were construed as they relate to the -
Degpartment of Public SBafety. and it was held that no
item of appropriation for the Departmwent of Public Safety
covid bas expended for tre payment of court costs. Since
Item No. %5 of the Appropriation Act invoived in Attorney
General Opirion V-554 {1948) was for (among other purposes;
tne purpose of "other necessary departmental expenses”.
gizch prrase was not construed to incliude payment of ¢ourt
costs. :

Tr¢ current Appropristion Adct [Pouse Bill 5.
Acts 60th Legislature. lst C3lled Sesgion. 1968) does hot
contain 3n irem in the appropriatction to the Department of
Publ:c Safsty specifying court costs. Since the Legislature
tad made in the Gereral Appropristion Act various specific
appropriaticns for tre payment of court costs (Attorney
Genersi's Qftice and Fighway Departrent, among other depart-
rents of Srate goverrment) 3s well as appropriations for
opersting expenses, 1t is our opinior tratc the proper
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construction of the current General Appropriation

Act would exclude the payment of court costs. as was
the result reached in Attorney General Opinion V-554
{1948) of the Ceneral Appropriation Act of the 50th
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lature iwposes an additional duty upon an officer and
fails to provide additional compensation therefor,

the cfficer must nevertheless perform such duty with-
out the further ccmpensation. Binford v. Robinson,

112 Tex. 84, 244 S.W, 807 {(1922). You are therefore .
advised that the court costs referred to in your request
are not payable from the current appropriation to the
Department of Public Safety.
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Court costs are not payable from the
current appropriation to the Department of
Pablic safety.
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