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As Chainmmnan of the Senate Natural Resources Committee and the suthor of SB 5, } respectfully request an
Atiomney General's oplnion regarding new legisfation implementing HEALTH & SAFETY CODE, CHAPTER 388, the
Texas Building Energy Performance Standards. Senate Bill 5, passed by the 77 ¥ Legislature, was signed by
the Govemor on June 15, 2001. Chapter 388 of Senate Bill S establishes an energy code for the State of Texas.

as i

Under Senate Blll 5, when must new construction in the unincorporated areas of the sisie begin
complying with the energy performance standards as prescribed by Chapter 388, Hoalth & Safety
Codu?

Under Senate Bill 5, municipalities that are required to comply with the energy code provisions of Chapter 388
must do so by September 1, 2002, (Section 11{d) of Senate Bid 5). However, there Is no similar effective date
mentioned for compliancs in the unincorporated areas of the slate, itis our belief that this was an oversight, and
the intent of the legislation was to have the compliance dates coincide.

During the discussion and draRing stages of the legisiation, the parties involved noted that the energy code
requiraments woulkd impose some signfficant changes on methods and matedals used by builders and
contractors. Therefore, the builders, contractors, and materal suppliers would need a phase-in period to allow
for adjustments in design and construction methods, gs well as to allow manufacturers and suppliers time to
provide the needed materials. Of speclic concem with materials is the availability of windows that meet the
requirements of the energy chapter of the IRC.

Additionally, the Energy Systems Laboratoty at the Texas Engineering Experiment Station of Texas A&M
University Is tha entity charged with developng forms and training for compliance with Chapter 388. The
laboratory also needs time to prepare for implsmentation.

For the foregoing reasons, the effective date for compliance with Chapter 388 of Senate Bill 5 jor
unmcorporated areas of the state should be the same as the effective date for compliance by municipalities -
Saptember 1, 2002, ’

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Plsase do not hesitate to contact me at (512) 463-0390.

Sincerely,
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