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STATE SE.WTOR YP WON COMMITTEE 

As Chairman of the Senate Natural Re60urces Wnmittee anti the autbr ot SE3 5. I tespecthrl)y request an 
Attorney General’s opinion regarding new legislation implementing l-t=Lm & SAFn”vG0tX. CHAPTER 388, the 
Texas EMding Energy Performance Standards. Senate EMIL 5, passed by the 77 th bgiskWe, Wa6 signed by 
the Govemoron June 15,2ClOl. Chapter 388 o? Senate Bill 5 eStablishes an energy code~or the State Of ‘Texas. 

Under Senab Bid 5, tWtiCipa!ities that 8fcl E?qUired to corI@y with he energy cQ& ~rovisii~ Of ChZ@tG!r 388 
must do so by September 1,2002, (Section 1 l(d) of G&e Bib 5). However, there Is no similar effective date 
mentioned for complkce In tha un!ncuporated amas of tie slate. It is OUI belief that this was 4n oversight, and 
the intent at the legislatbn was to have tb compliance dates coincide. 

Owing the dfscusslun and dr@ing stages of the legislation, ti patties invahred noted that the energy co& 
requirernenb would impose sum sigrdficani changes on rneulods and matetlal6 used by builders and 
ccM.mctors. TbretOre, UW builders, contr4ct0rs, and material sqzqlief6 would need 8 phase-in period to aI& 
for adjustments in desfgn and co~truction metkJs, 4s well 4s to aJbw manufacturers and suppliers time to 
provide the needed materials, Of speclfii concern with materials is the avdebility d windows that meet the 
requirmnents of Um energy cftaptw uf the IRC. 

mdly. thy Energy Systems Lsbcvabry at the Texas Engineering Bcperiment Station of Texas A&M 
Unbrsity Is tiff ent#y Wged with devebping forms and traiMng for compliance with Chapter 388. The 
latJotaby aho needs tin18 to prepare f0t implementatbk 

Thank yocl fw your consi~~6or? 01 this matter. Plfxbse do not hesitak to coW8ct me at (512) 463-O%& 
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