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Dear General Abbott: 

I am forwarding two letters from Roberto Maldonado, City Attorney for the City of 
Pleasanton. 

Basically, he has three questions: 

(1) If a home-rule charter is silent, may the city council authorize council member 
participation in the city employee health insurance program with the premium for the 
council member paid by the city? 

(2) If such participation is permissible, what mechanism should be used to authorize such 
participation; and 

(3) If the premium were paid on behalf of city council members, would this constitute 
compensation subject to reporting and withholding under the Internal Revenue Code? 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Norma Chavez, Chair 
House Committee on Border and International Affairs 

cc: Representative Canales 

DISTRICT 76 

COMMITTEES $F Border & International Affairs, Chair & Higher Education 

International Committee of the Council of State Governments 



Law OFFICE~F 
ROBERTO MALDONADO 

ROBERTO MALDONADO 127 LEWIS STREIET 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78212 

(210) 226-2161 
FAX (210) 226-2201 

June lo,2003 

8 . 

The Honorable Gabi Canales 
‘ 

State Representative, Disbkt 3 5 
P.0. Box 2910 
All!sti& TX 78711 

RiE C’Q of Pleasanton Attorney General Opinion Request 

Dear Representative Canales: 

As the city attorney for the City of Pleasanton, I am again requesting your assistance in 
seeking a Texas Attorney General opinion on behalf of the City. 
the letter sent to your office requesting such assistance. 

Enclosed please fmd a copy of 

We realize you have recently completed an extremely difficult session. If you would like 
for me to make altematipe arrangements to request the opinion, please advise at your earliest 
convenience. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or need additional 
information. 

_. . a. . 
RMkm 
enclosure 
cc: Mr. Bill Lamb 

Ms. Kathy Harris 



LAW OFFIt OF 

ROBERTO MALDONADO 

ROBERTO IMAILIONADO 127 LEWIS 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78212 

(210) 2262161 
FAX (210) 226-2201 . 

March 13,2003 

The Honorable Gabi Canale8s 
State Representative, District 35 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, TX 78711 

- I am the city attorney for Pleasanton, Texas. I have been asked to solicit an opinion from 
the Texas Attorney General :relating to issues of interest to the Pleasanton city council. 
Specifically, the city council is interested in the following: 

1. If a home-n& charter is silent, may the city council authorize council member 
participation in the city empl.oyee health insurance program with the premium for the council 
member paid by the city? 

2. If such particigation is permissible, what mechanism should be used to authorize 
such participation; and 

. 

/ 
3. ’ Ifthe premium were paid on behalf of city council members, would this constitute 

compensation subject to reporting and withboMing requirements under the Internal Revenue 
Code? c 

As you are aware, only certain officials may request a formal Attorney General option 
on questions of law. A city council or city attorney may not request such an opinion. As a 
member of the Texas House of Representatives representing the City of Pleasanton, we are 
respectfklly requesting that you ask a committee of the Texas House to request an opinion to 
address the issued fhmed above. . 

Sections 402.042 and 402.043 of the Government Code set out the eligibility of 
requestors of Attorney GeneId opinions. A co&flee of the Texas Legislature may make such 
requests. Rep. Fred Hill chairs the House Committee on Local Government Ways and Means; 
however, #he Government Code altows any committee chair to request an Attorney General 
opinion. 



Hon. Gabi Canales 
March 13,2003 
Page Two 

On behalf of the City of Pleasanton, we respectklly request your consideration of this 
request. Please do not hesititie to contact me if you need additional information or have any 
questions. 

RM/sm 

i 


