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andC1I4RRRZTEM#7002203000063535 7687 

RE: Request for Attorney General Opinion 

Dear Attorney General Abbott: 

My office respectfully requests an Attorney General’s Opinion answering whether the Hunt 
County Clerk’s Office must accept for tiling and recording, and tile and record the common-law 
copyright of trade-name/trademark of Timothy Shame11 Newsome 0, which is attached hereto as 
Exhibit ‘LA.” 

After diligently reviewing and researching this issue, it is the belief of the Hunt County 
Attorney’s Office that the Hunt County Clerk’s Office should not accept for filing or recording the 
common-law copyright of trade-name/trademark of Timothy Shame11 Newsome 0 which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit ‘A.” 

The basis for the opinion of the Hunt County Attorney’s Office is derived from: (1) The Texas 
Constitution; (2) the Local Government Code; (3) Attorney General Opinion No. DM-389; (4) Attorney 
General Letter Opinion No. 98-016; (5) Attorney General JC-0156; (6) City of Abilene v. Fryar, 143 
S.W.2”d 654 (Tex.Civ.App.-Eastland 1940, no writ); and (7) House Bill 1185. 

Based on the foregoing citations, it is the opinion of the Hunt County Attorney’s Office, that 
unless a statute authorizes, requires, or permits a document to be filed in the clerk’s office, the clerk may 
not accept it for filing. 
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Finally, the Hunt County Attorney’s does not believe that there is any statute that authorizes, 
requires, or permits the attached Exhibit “A” to be filed. 

c: Mrs. Linda Brooks, 
Hunt County Clerk 
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5 Ccbpyright Notice 

Copyright Notice: All rights reserv 
trademark, TI44OTHY SHAMHLL E~~WSCMH(~ “5’ 

re common-law co@yriyht of trade-name/ 
- as well as any and all derivatives 

and variations in the spelling of said trade-name/trademark, not excludiny 
"@mothy Shame11 Newsome"- Common Law Copyright(c) 1986 by i 

TY 
thy Shame11 

Newsome. Said trade-name/trademark, TIM&IX% SHAMELL NSWSOME ' , may neither 
be used, nor reproduced , neither in whole nor in part, nor in any manner 
whatsoever, without the prior, express8 written consent and acknowledgement 
of Timothy Shame11 Newsome as signified by the red-ink signature of Timothy 
Shame11 Newsome, hereinafter "Secured Party." With the intent of beinq con- 
tractually bo*ua& any Juristic Person, as well as the agent of said Juristic ' 
Person, consents and agrees by this Copyright Notice that neither said Jurisr 
tic Person, nor the agent of said Juristic Person, shall display, nor other- 
wise use in any.manner, ti+ trade-name/trademark, nor common-law copyright 
described herein, nor any derivative of, nor any variation in the spelling 
of, said name without prior , express/ written consent and acknowledgment 
of Secured ParAy, as signified by Secured Party's signature in red ink. Se- 
cured Party neither grants, nor implies; nor ot e wise gives consent for 
any unauthorized use of TIMOTHY SHAMELL NEWSOME ?Y c 1 and all such unauthorized 
use is strictly prohibited. Secured Party is not now8 nor has Secured Party 
ever been, an accommodation party, nor a surety/ for the purported debtor, 
i.e. "TIMOTHY SHAMELL NEWSOME," nor for any derivative of, nor for any varia- 
tion in the spelling of, said namer nor for any other juristic personr and 
is so-indemnified and held harmless by Debtor/ i.e. "TTMCTHY SHAMELL NEWSOM&" 
in Hold-Harmless and Indemnity Agreement No. TSN-022286-HHIA dated the TwenG. 
tieth Second Day of the Second Month in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand 
Nine Hundred Eighty Six against any and all claims, legal actions, orders, 
warrants, jud+nentsl demanhr liabilities, losses, depositions, summonses, . 
lawsuits, costs, fines, liens, levies, penalties, damages, interests,. and 
expenses whatsoever, both absolute and contingent, as are due and as might 
become due, now existing and as might hereafter arise, and as might be suf- 
fered by, imposed on* and incurred by Debtor for any and every reasonI pur- 
poser and cause whatsoever. Self-exbcuting Contract/Security Agreement in 
Event of Unauthorized Use:, Hy this Copyright Notice, both the Juristic Per- 
son and the agent of said Juristic Person, hereinafter jointly an everally 
"User,' 77 consent and agree that any use of TIMOTHY SHAMELL NEWSOME ' other 
than authorized use as set forth above constitutes unauthorized use of Se- 
cured Party's common-law copyrighted property, contractually binds User, 
this Notice by Declaration becomes a Security Agreement wherein User is deb- 
tor and Timothy Shame11 Newsome is Secured Party/ and signifies that User: 
(1) grants Secured Party a security interest in all of User's property and 
interest in property in the sum certain amount of $500~000.00 per each oc- 
currence of s of common-law copyrighted trade-name/trademark TIMCTHY SHA- 

77 MELL NEWSOME c , as well as for each and every use of any and all deriva- 
tives of, and variations in the spelling of, TIMOTHY SHAMELL NEWSOI%Z(~)~ 
not excluding "Timothy Shame11 Newsomer" plus costs, plus triple damayes; 
(2) authenticates,this Security Agreement wherein User is debtor and Timothy 
Shame11 Newsoge is Secured Party/ and wherein User pledges all of User's 
property, i.e. all consumer yoods, farm products, inventory, equipment, mo- 
ney, investment property , commercial tort claims, letters of credit, letter- 
of-'credit rights, chattel paper) instruments, deposit accounts, accounts, 
documents, and general intaqibles , and all User's interest in all such fore- 
going property; now owned and hereafter acquired , now existing and hereafter 
arising, and wherever located, collateral for securiny User's contractual 
obligation in favor of Secured Party for User's unauthorized use of Secured 
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Party's COiWlOn-law Copydjhted ptoprty; (3)’ consents and agrees with Secured '. '. 
Party's filing d UCC Financing Statement in the UCC filing office, as well 
as in any county recorder's office, Wherein User is Debtor and Timothy Sha- 
me11 Newsomemis Secured Party; (4) consents and agrees that said UCC Finan- 
cing Statement described above in paragraph 11 (3)” is a continuing financi% 
statement, and further consents and agrees with Secured Party's filing of 
.any continuation statement necessary for maintaining Secured Party's perfec- 
ted security interest in all of User's property and interest in property 
pledged as collateral in Security Agreement described above in paragraph 
w(Z)," until U ser's contractual obligation theretofore incurred has been 
fully satisfied; (51 authorizes Secured Party's filing of any UCC Financing 
Statement, as described above in paragraph "(3)," as well as in paragraph 
‘l(4), I’ and the filing of any Security Agreementt as described above in para- 
graph '*(2),w in the UCC filing office a as well as in any county-recorder's 
office; (6) consents and agrees that any and all such filings described in 
paragraph "(4)" and "(5)" above are not, and may not be consideredr bqusr 
and that User will not claim that any such filing is bogus; (7) waives all 
defenses; and (8) appoints Secured Party as Authorized Representative for 
Userr effective upon User's default re User’s contractual obligations in 
favor of Secured Party au set forth below under "Payment Terms" and "Default 
Termst" with full authorization and pwer granted Secured Party for engaging 
in any and all actions on behalf of User including, but not limited by, au- 
thentication of a record on behalf of User t as Secured Partyt in Secured 

' Party's sole discretion, deems appropriatet and User further consents and 
agrees that this appointment of Secured Party as Authorized Representative 
for Userr effective upon User's default t is irrevocable and coupled with 
a security interest. User further consents and agrees with all of the follow- . additional term of Self-execut' Contractbecurit rwmentinBwmt 
~?~ne&horized Use: Payment Tory:?! accordance with zez fotz unauthorized . 
use of TIMOTRY SHAMELL NEB?SOMS ' as set forth above, User hereby consents 
and agrees that User shall pay Secured Party all unauthorized-use fees in 
full within ten (10) days of date Secured Party's Invoice, hereinafter “In- 
voice," itemizing said fees, is sent. Default Terms: In event of non-payment 
in full of all unauthorized-use fees by User within ten (10) days of date 
-Invoice is sentr User shall be.deemed in default and: (a) all of User's pro- 
perty and interest in prqerty &edged as collateral by Usert as set forth 
in above in paragraph "(2)t" immediately becornest’ i.e. is, property of Se- 
cured Party; (b) Secured Par;ty Ps appointed User's Authorized Representative 
as set forth above in paragraph "(8)"; and (c) User consents and agrees that 
Secured Party may take possession of, as well as otherwise dipose of in any 
-net that Secured Party, in Secured Party's sole discretiont deems appro- 
priate, j.ncludingr but ndt limited by!, sale at auction, at anytime foll.owinJ 
User's defaultr and without futher notice , any and all of User’s former pro- 
gerty and interest in property formerly pledged as collateral by Usert now 
property of Secured Party, in respect of this "Self-executing Contract/Securi" 
ty Agreement in Event of Unauthorized Uset” that Secured Partyt again in 
Secured Party’srgole discretionr deems appropriate. Terms for Curing Default: 
Upon event of default , as set forth above under "Default Tertnst' irrespec- 
tive of any and al1 of User's former i.rogerty and interest in property in 
the +ssession of , as well as disposed of by, Secured Party, as authorized 
above under "Default Termst" User may cur& User's default ro only the re- 
miider of User’s former property and interest in property formerly pledged 
as collateral that is neither in the pomession of, nor otherwise disposed 
of by, Secured Party within \rwenti (20) days of date of User's default only 
by pay1nen.t in full. Terms of Strict Foreclosure: User’s non-pajment in full 
of all unauthorized-use fees ikmized in Invoice within said ttJsnty (20) 
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' 
day period for curing default as set forth above under "Terms fair Curing 
Default" authorizes Secured Party's immediate non-judicial strict foreclo- 
sure im any and all- remaining property and interest in property formerly 
pledged as collateral by User , now property of Secured Party, which is not 
in tha possession of , nor otherwise disposed of by, Secured Party upon expira& 
tion of said twenty (20) day strict-foreclosure period. Ownership subject 
to common-law copyright and UCC Financing Statement and Security Agreement 
filed with the UCC filing offi e. 
Autograph Common Law Copyright i, 

Record Owner: Timothy Shame11 Newsotne, 
c 1986. Unauthorized use of "N&w SWiW.1 

Ntsmxm" incurs same unauthorized-use fees as those associated with TIMQTHY 
SHMLL NEWSONE(C)r as set forth above in paragraph "(1)" under "Self-exe- 
cuting Contract/Security &psuent in Event of Unauthorized Use." 
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