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To the Honorable Greg Abbott:

Limestone County, Texas is a bail bond board county. Only persons having a license
issued by the Limestone County Bail Bond Board (and attorneys) may make bonds to
obtain the release of persons from the Limestone County Jail. See §1704.151,
QOccupations Code. The Sheriff of Limestone County has asked me about the following
scenario:

s A person is arrested in another state pursuant to a warrant on a L.imestone County
‘ charge;

¢ * The bail amount is contamed in the warrant, and

¢ - A licensed Limestone County bondsman comes to the Limestone County Sheriff
and secks to make a bond to obtain the release of the person from the out of state
Jjail, rather than the person being returned to the Limestone County Jail and
bonded. [This would require that the Shenff be amenable to the release any hold
or detainer].

My initial reaction was that this would not be proper; however, [ am at a loss to be able to
~ support this opinion with legal authority. We have heard that this is occasionally done in

other counties. Of course, one concern that I have is that the bond must contain the

principal’s signature to be valid. See Sec. 17.08, Code of Criminal Procedure. However,

assuming that the bondsman had obtained the principal’s signature, could the bond be
“made to procure the release of the principal from the out-of-state jail?




On one hand, since the bond is intended to secure the principal’s attendance in
court, it could be argued that it makes no difference that the principal would be released
from an out-of-state facility. The surety would presumably bear the increased risk of the-
principal being out of state. On the other, I question the authority of a licensee to make
such a bond, as the license is essentially only a license to bond persons out of the
Limestone County Jail. I cannot find anything in either Chapter 1704 of the Occupations
Code or Chapter 17 of the Code of Criminal Procedure which addresses this issue.

I would appreciate your guidance on this matter. Thank you.
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Limestone County, Texas




