18/25/2806 1838 2814451582 HAYWOOD FAGE B2

| RECEIVED
AL EDWARDS 0CT 26 2006

state representative : |
ate fepresentative - PINION COMMITTEE

B3 Box 2910 : _ _,;»‘ G}«"h 4913 Griggs Road
Augrin, Texas 78768-2910 . *a?’ “"‘ﬁ Heuston, Teas 77071
{$12) 3850518 . M k = ) CIL3) 1418600

FILE 2ML-Y5D2l, -

Chalrmun of the Texas Emancipation Juncteenth Coltursl & Historical Comemission OZ'D
Chairanan of the Rules and Resolutions Committee , D o
Chuadoman of the Budgpet and Oversight of the Ways atid Moans Gommittee # D Lo

Member of the Apprepriations Commitres

Metnber of the Appropriations Criminat Jnstice Sub-Commities

e RD-D5YI- G

Dear General Abboit:

I am writing to request your opinion on behalf of the Hatds County Appraisal District,
Juneteenth USA is a 501(c) (3) charitable organization headquartered in Houston.
Juneteenth was organized for the purposes of preserving the State Iloliday and
recognizing the end of slavery in Texas. The nonprofit organization also encourages the
education and awareness of the African-American’s place in history and its culture. The
organization participates in various aspects of the culture including gospel, community
service, job fraining, and volunteerism. In- 1993, Juneteenth acquired a historic
property, the old Paris Majestic Theater, intending 0 oventually restore and wsc it as its
headquarters and to provide space for other community based charitable programs. At
some point after the acquisition took place, the property sustained roof damage which -
presently makes it uninhabitable, and the organization does not currently have the funds
to make the repairs necessary for occupancy.

The appraisal district granted an exemption to the property under Section 11.18, Property

_ Tax Code for 1995 — 2005, but cancelled the exemption for 2006 based on reports that
‘the building is unoccupied. The appraisal district has restored the exemption pending this
request but inquires whether, given that the building cannot presently be occupied, it is
eligible for exemption under that section and under article VII, Sec. 2, Texas
Constitution. The building is owned by the nonprofit organization and no persons other
than the organization use the building for any purpose. Another question of inquiry is
whether Harris County Appraisal District has the authority to reinstate permancnt tax
exemption status to Juneteenth USA and the ability to remove taxes that have been
changed to the organization. There are no other questions regarding the eligibility of the
organization for exemption. _

1 will be happy to provide any ather information you may neced.




