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· To Whom it May Concern, 

It is my request that an opinion be issu~d 011:the matter of handling the wrangling estray livestock 

in Presidio County. The Presidio County Sheriff, Danny Dominguez, remains under the impression that 

the responsibility of handling estrays within the county is. that of the sheriff department. However, 

Presidio County Attorney Rod Ponton issued aleg11l opinion stating that it is his understanding that 

Presidio County is an open range county in which estray laws do not apply. Mr. Ponton stated that the 

Presidio County Sherriffs Office al}ci~resiqio County as a whole become civilly liable if they continued 

to handle estray livestock. In aqdiµ.tri,Bheri,ff P~fuingµez has rec~iyea°fi-!egal opinion from Judge Dan 
·,,.. . '.", ..... < .. :' .. ,.· · .. ,..__ ., ..... •'. · .. ,- .:·· 

Mills, advisor for the Sherriff,~Ass9oiati9p.,of Te){a(:agfbeingWill); th~.,~&{wty Attorney's interpretation 
/;'.':! ;,.,;: '":' -~--- ,::: . . : :, -·; ;,-_ .... _.,·.·· ,\. ::'. (_,,-:·-'>i-; 

of the law. Further legal intefpretations state that estray laws are intended t~liave state-wide implications, 

regardless of open or closed~ange status. Fbrmer County Attorney John,~.o~lkes interpreted the laws and 
. ,.,,' . , . . . ·. . .. : _,,... t·: .· .' 

statutes in support of the Sherriffs ;~forcement authority to captw:e, cost$. andxett,trn estrays, regardless of 

Presidio County's open range desi,gnati9n. Th.e Ce>µnty of Presidioseeksa,i:l~li~t~ answer to the legality 

of this practice in order to best serve its residents. The constituents in my ~,~tricftemain my top priority, 
. ' , :: : .... , . , . ·, ~ 

and I am hopeful that with an additional opinion it;wiHp:rovide the c:ounty'\\rlth the clarity necessary to 

handle this matter. Thank you for your time and consig~ration. 

With ki.rl;d;~~t,.r~g~:rds; l r~maiµ,; &:- .. ,.:. :)i:·i > •• ,., •• ', ~- ' ·., •• ,, 

·;, ·.,_ *,• 
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Alfonso Nevarez 
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