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The Honorable Ken Paxton 
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Dear General Paxton: 

THE TEXAS SENATE 

BRYAN HUGHES 

July 28, 2020 

COMMITTEES ON: 

ADMINISTRATION, CHAIR 

STATE AFFAIRS, CHAIR 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

EDUCATION 

NATURAL RESOURCES & 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

REDISTRICTING 

During the 86th Legislature, I brought House Bill 3167 forward in response to concerns raised 

by stakeholders that some cities, counties, and extraterritorial jurisdictions (ETJs) around the state 

had been circumventing the established statutory timelines for approving plat and other land 

development applications. HB 3167 requires local jurisdictions to approve, approve with conditions, 

or deny land development plat or plan applications within a very specific time frame - namely, within 

30 days after the application was filed. A municipality or county may approve or disapprove the 

application, but they may also "approve with conditions" a plan or plat. Local Government Code 

Sections 212.0093 and 232.0027 further stipulate that after the conditional approval of a plat or plan 

by a municipality or county, the applicant may submit a written response that satisfies each condition 

of the conditional approval. The process established in HB 3167 was intended to streamline and 

expedite the ability to obtain plat and plan approval statewide. 

Despite the Legislature's enactment of House Bill 3167, local governments continue to deny 

or conditionally approve plat applications with generic comments that do not fully address any 

specific deficiencies or advise applicants on the revisions needed to obtain approval. In addition, 

local governments installed new pre-application obligations for the developer that have historically 

been part of the traditional application process. This gamesmanship creates significant delays in the 

construction process as applicants attempt to determine what steps must be taken to obtain approval 

of the plat or plan. As a result, developers and homebuilders cannot provide housing at the pace of 

population growth. This causes demand to exceed supply and unnecessarily increase the price of a 

home. That, in turn, impacts the availability and affordability of homes and other real estate for the 

people of Texas. 
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