
JENNY P. DORSEY 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 

NUECES COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

901 LEOPARD STREET, ROOM 207 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tx 78401-3689 

361.888.0391 • FAx: 361.888.0577 

September 1, 2021 

Via Certified Mail RRR# 7015 1730 0001 812 2725 

Office of the Attorney General 
Attention Opinion Committee 
Post Office Box 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711-2548 

RE: Request for Attorney General Opinion 

Dear Attorney General Paxton: 

The Nueces County Attorney requests the opinion of the Texas Attorney General. The question 
relates to the application of the doctrine of incompatibility and dual employment of a county 
comm1ss10ner. 

I. QUESTIONS:

1. May a County Commissioner simultaneously serve as a County Commissioner
and as a general manager of a water authority?

2. Alternatively, may a County Commissioner through his LLC simultaneously

contract as a general manager of a water authority and serve as a County
Commissioner?

3. Are the above positions incompatible under common law incompatibility?
4. As a matter of public policy (or public policy against dual agency), is a County

Commissioner through his LLC prohibited from contracting as a general
manager of a water authority and serving as a County Commissioner?

5. By accepting employment - or having his LLC enter into an independent
contractor agreement with the water authority - does the County Commissioner,
ipso facto, resign from office?

6. Is there is a conflict of interest under Chapter 171 of the Government Code?
7. Is there is a conflict with the County Commissioner's Oath?

II. BACKGROUND:

1. Role ofSTWA,· Relationship Between Nueces County and STWA

The South Texas Water Authority ("STWA" or the "Authority") is a conservation and reclamation 
district created under section 59, article XVI of the Texas Constitution. STWA was created by 
special act of the Texas Legislature in 1975 and its creation statute is currently codified at chapter 
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