Office of the Attorney General
Request for Applications (RFA) for the
Sexual Assault Prevention and Crisis Services—38A@CS—State) Program

The Crime Victim Services Division (CVSD) of thefl@é of the Attorney General (OAG)
is soliciting applications from local and statewategrams that provide services to victims
of sexual assault.

Applicable Funding Source The source of state funds is a biennial appadipn by the
Texas Legislature, these funds are constitutiordglyjicated. Texas Code of Criminal
Procedure, Article 56.541(e) authorizes the OA@de money appropriated from the
Texas Compensation to Victims of Crime Fund fomgj@ntracts supporting victim-

related services or assistance. Additional fundioiges from parole fees pursuant to Texas
Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 42.12, Sectl®te) and Texas Government Code,
Section 508.189. All funding is contingent uponagpropriation to the OAG by the Texas
Legislature. The OAG makes no commitment thatgglieation, once submitted, or a
grant, once funded, will receive subsequent funding

Eligibility Requirements:

Eligible Applicants. Local units of government, excluding law enfenemt agencies and
prosecutor’s offices; non-profit agencies with 2&I€C. 501 (c)(3) status; and state
agencies are eligible to apply for a SAPCS-Stadatgr

Local Programs:. A local program must offer the following minimuservices for at least
nine months prior to receiving a SAPCS—State grantract: 24-hour crisis hotline; crisis
intervention; public education; advocacy and accamipent to hospitals, law enforcement
offices, prosecutor offices, and courts for survszand their family members; and crisis
intervention volunteer training.

Satewide Program: A statewide program, to be eligible for specialjpct funding, must
show that it supports efforts to maintain or exparigting services offered by local sexual
assault programs; improve services to survivorgitioer activities consistent with Texas
Government Code, Chapter 420.

Eligibility: The OAG will initially screen each applicatiorr figibility. Applications
will be deemed ineligible if the application is suitted by an ineligible applicant; the
application is not filed in the manner and formuieed by the Application Kit; the
application is filed after the deadline establishrethe Application Kit; or the application
does not meet other requirements as stated infiAeaRd the Application Kit.

How to Obtain Application Kit: The OAG will post the Application Kit on the OAG's
official agency website at http://www.oag.stateistvictims/grants.shtml. Updates and
other helpful reminders about the application pssoeill also be posted at this location.
Potential applicants are encouraged to refer dite regularly.

Deadlines and Filing Instructions for the Grant Application:




Registration Deadline: On-line registration is required to apply for ahF&CS-State grant.
The deadline to complete registration is 5:00 @2&T March 27, 2009. If reqistration is
not completed by the deadline, then an Applicatidhnot be accepted and is not eligible
for funding. To register go to: http://www.oag.state.tx.udims/grants.shtml.

Application Deadline: The applicant must submit its application, inahggdall required
attachments, to the OAG and the OAG must receigetivmitted application and all
required attachments by 5:00 p.m. CST April 22,2@0be considered timely filed.

Filing Instructions: To meet the deadline, the Application must be subrtied by both
hard copy and email. An Application will be considered timely filed wh the OAG
receives the paper (hard copies) and the elect(email) of the Application including any
required attachments the following ways by the required deadline:

1. Hard copies — Via a Next Day Air Overnight Delrery Service:

0 The Applicant must use_ a Next Day Air Overnight iedy Servicethat tracks its
deliveries. Submission by Next Day Air Overniglglibery Service ensures that
your Application can be tracked.

o The Applicant must submit one (1) original and &é8) copies of the Application
including any required attachments.

o0 The Application should be printed on 8.5 x 11 ipelper. Separate each
Application with a binder clip. Do not staple dherwise bind Applications.

o0 The Application must be sent to the following addre

CVS GRANTS APPLICATIONS — MC 005
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
300 W 15TH ST RM 102
AUSTIN, TX 78701-1649

o0 The OAG cannot accept Applications submitted in otbr formats, including
walk-in, hand delivery or same day courier service.

2. Email copies:

0 The Applicant must submit the Excel workbook by éma

0 The Excel workbook must be sent to the followingaédraddress:
CVSGrantsApplications@oag.state.tx.us.

o0 An auto-reply message will be generated by the @&x@mail received at this
address. If the Applicant does not receive an-aejity message, they are strongly
encouraged to contact the OAG immediately at (9BB)}1278.

The OAG willnot consider an Application if it is not filed by tleie date, 5:00 pm CST
on April 22, 2009.

Minimum and Maximum Amounts of Funding Available: The minimum amount of
funding all programs may apply for is $20,000 pscdl year. The maximum amounts of
funding are as follows: new local and new statevpiigyrams—$30,000 per fiscal year;




currently funded local programs—$200,000 per figeadr; and currently funded statewide
programs—$300,000 per fiscal year.

Regardless of the maximums stated above, a prograymot apply, per fiscal year, for an
amount higher than the SAPCS-State funds it reddivéiscal year (FY) 2009 less any
amounts awarded for “technology funds”. The amairan award is determined solely by
the OAG. The OAG may award grants at amounts abobelow the established funding
levels and is not obligated to fund a grant atamunt requested.

Start Date and Length of Grant Contract Period: The grant contract period (term) is up
to two years from September 1, 2009 through Augtis011, subject to and contingent
on funding and/or approval by the OAG.

No Match Requirements There are no match requirements for SAPCS—Stajeqps.

Volunteer Reguirements: All SAPCS-State projects must have a volunteengmnent.
Specific requirements for the volunteer componaeaiithg stated in the Application Kit.

Award Criteria:  The OAG will make funding decisions that suppbg efficient and
effective use of public funds. Scoring componevitsinclude, but are not limited to,
information provided by the applicant on the pragmbproject activities and budget.

SAPCSPurpose Area: The purpose of the SAPCS-State program is to maiataexpand
the existing services of local sexual assault @ogrand any other purposes consistent
with Texas Government Code, Chapter 420.

Saffing: All SAPCS—State projects must:

(a) Include one direct victim service staff persasrking at least twenty hours per week or
two direct victim service staff persons workindesst ten hours each per week in the
applicant’s budget. Direct Victim Services areided in the Definitions section of this
Application Kit.

(b) Include a minimum of 75% of an Applicant’'s betlin the Personnel and Fringe
Benefits budget categories.

The above requirements apply to all SAPCS-Statdiégots, including those that rely
upon volunteers or contracted staff to deliverairectim services. The OAG may grant
an exception to one or both of these requirememtprbjects that demonstrate a need in
their Application.

In addition, an Applicant is limited to no more thsix positions, no more than three of
which may be positions providing administrative goip to the SAPCS-State project.

Preferencee The OAG reserves the right to consider all oiggaropriations or funding an
applicant currently receives when making fundingisiens. The OAG may give priority
to applicants that do not receive other sourcdarafing, including funding that originates



from the Texas Compensation to Victims of Crime dcuithe OAG reserves the right to
give priority to programs that provide services@ntain geographic or programmatic areas.

Prohibitions on Use of Grant Funds OAG grant funds may not be used to support or
pay the costs of overtime, dues, or lobbying; amyipn of the salary or any other
compensation for an elected government officiad;ghirchase of food and beverages
except as allowed under Texas State Travel Guielelithe purchase or lease of vehicles;
the purchase of promotional items or recreationaVities; out of state travel or costs of
travel that are unrelated to the direct deliverg@ivices that support the OAG funded
program; the costs for consultants or vendors wdrtigipate directly in writing a grant
application; or for any unallowable costs set fortlapplicable state or federal law, rules,
regulations, guidelines, policies, procedures at poinciples. Grant funds may not be
used to purchase any other products or service®At& identifies as inappropriate or
unallowable within this RFA or the Application Kit.

OAG Contact Person: If additional information is needed, contact J&mMcShane at
CVSGrantsApplications@oag.state.tx.us or (512) 93868.




